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THE 

BEGINNINGS  OF   THE  REPUBLICAN 
PARTY  IN  CAYUGA  COUNTY. 

TWO  PAPERS 
Read  before  The  Cayuga  County  Historical  Society, 
1891-9^. 


BY  JOHN  W.  O'BRIEN. 


THE  BEGINNINGS  OF  THE  EEPUBLICAN  PARTY 
IN  GAYUGx\  COUNTY. 


The  future  historian  of  the  United  States  vrill  find  no 
period  of  its  history  so  pregnant  with  results,  none  more 
exciting  in  events  or  more  important  from  the  view  point' of 
the  political  philosopher,  than  the  decade  beginning  with  the 
year  1850.  In  these  ten  years  were  concentrated  the  sifting 
and  arrans^ement  of  the  elements  of  the  contest  which  was 
fought  out  in  the  Civil  War.  Then  the  issues  were  framed 
which  were  thereafter  to  be  settled  by  the  arbitrament  of  the 
sword.  This  decade  will  live  in  history  as  the  time  in  which 
was  formed  a  new  party  which  was  to  cany  out  a  political 
principle  to  its  ultimate  conclusion.  The  birth  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  is  the  subject  of  the  deepest  interest.  The  chroni- 
cle of  the  way  in  v\^hich  all  the  elements  opposed  to  slavery 
and  slave  extension  vrere  fused  and  welded  together  into  the 
compact  and  orderly  array  which  in  1860  was  able  to  carry 
every  northern  and  western  state,  makes  a  story  of  surpassing 
interest.  The  date  1850  is  chosen,  not  merely  because  it 
marks  the  beginning  of  another  decade,  but  because  it  was 
the  year  which  separated  the  old  from  the  new.  It  is  a  dis- 
tinct and  well  marked  point  of  departure,  for  in  the  year  1850 
were  passed  the  Compromise  measures  by  which  the  halting 
and  confused  politicians  attempted  to  stem  the  rising  tide  of 
popular  feeling  against  the  slave  system.  The  year  1850 
marks  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  of  1820  and  the 
reopening  of  the  burning  question  of  slavery  in  the  territories. 


8 


THE  BEGINNINGS  OF  THE  REPUBLICAN  PARTY 


Now  came  tlie  disintegration  of  the  old  and  tlie  birth  of  tlie 
new  party.  Prof.  Johnston,  in  his  clear  view  of  the  rise  of 
the  Republican  party,  gives  us  the  six  classes  who  united  to 
make  up  the  new  organization,  many  of  whom  were  loosened 
from  their  old  associations  by  the  force  of  this  blow  struck 
in  favor  of  slavery.    They  were  : 

First — The  old  anti-slavery  Whigs,  represented  by  Seward, 
Lincoln  and  Greeley. 

Second — The  free-soil  Democrats,  such  as  Chase  and  Wade. 

Third — The  American  or  Know-nothing  party,  repre- 
sented by  Henry  Wilson. 

Fourth — In,  but  not  of  the  party,  the  xVbolitionists,  repre- 
sented in  congress  by  Lovejoy  and  Giddings  and  out  of  it  by 
Phillips  and  Garrison. 

Fifth — The  southern  Wliigs,  represented  by  Johnson. 

Sixth — But  of  a  later  connection,  the  War  Democrats, 
represented  bv  Stanton  and  Butler. 

The  time  of  the  formation  of  this  party  does  not  fail  in 
picturesqueness,  for  it  began  to  appeal  in  all  ways  to  the 
popular  heart.  It  is  a  period  unsurpassed  in  our  history  in 
the  display  of  popular  eloquence.  The  Republican  party 
adopted  all  the  devices  of  torchdight  processions,  grand 
parades,  wigwams,  monster  meetings — every  thing  that  could 
touch  or  fire  the  popular  imnginatiori.  ]Sr;)r  did  it  lack  in 
men  able  to  discuss  from  the  high  ground  of  constitutional 
law  and  interpretation,  tiie  foundation  principles  of  the 
republic. 

It  was  a  memorable  time,  full  of  stirring  recollections  to  all 
those  whose  fortune  it  was  to  have  had  any  part  in  the  great 
achievement. 

Cayuga  county  played  a  very  important  part  in  thi^  par- 
ticular drama.  Many  causes  combined  to  this.  It  w^as  a 
Whig  stronghold  and  was  situated  near  the  center  of  the 
stata  But  above  all,  it  was  the  home  of  the  chief  leader  in 
the  new  departure,  William  II.  Seward.    It  happened,  there- 
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fore,  tbat  to  this  county  was  given  no  inconsiderable  promi- 
nence in  the  agitation  that  resulted  in  the  formation  of  the 
party.  The  passage  of  the  Compromise  measures  of  1850, 
was  received  with  great  disfavor  by  the  free-soil  and  anti- 
slavery  men  generally  and  local  expressions  in  Cayuga 
county  in  1851  were  all  strongly  opposed  to  the  fugitive 
slave  law,  especially.  We  lind  the  Auburn  Advertiser  diirmg 
that  year,  fulminating  constantly  against  it  and  we  find,  far- 
ther, that  the  local  free  state  men  vrcre  frequent  and  vigorous 
in  their  denunciations  in  communications  to  the  press. 

Hon.  George  Underwood  was  then  one  of  Cayuga  county's 
representatives  in  the  state  legislature  and  we  find  him  mtro- 
ducins;  resolutions  in  the  assemblv  in  which  strouo;  sjround  is 
taken  against  the  fugitive  slave  law. 

In  March,  the  Advertiser  speaks  with  approval  of  the  anti- 
slavery  convention  at  the  Town  Hall,  at  which  speeches 
were  made  l\y  George  Tboni?on,  AYilliam  Lloyd  Garrison, 
Fred  Douglas,  S.  S.  Foster  and  Abby  Kelly  Foster.  As 
the  year  goes  on,  the  agitation  daily  increases.  Judge  Conk- 
ling  is  called  upon  for  a  writ  of  liaheas  corpus  to  take  from 
the  custody  of  the  United  States  commissioner  at  Bufialo, 
an  alleged  fugitive  slave,  one  Daniel.  Henry  Foster  comes 
to  Melrose  to  obtain  the  judge's  signature  to  the  writ  and  the 
judge  issues  the  first  writ  of  that  k'ind  which  any  United 
States  judge  has  issued  since  the  passage  of  the  fugitive 
slave  law.  His  action  is  zealously  applauded  by  the  now 
thoroughly  aroused  Advertiser.  On  the  day  on  which  the 
judge  s  decision  is  reported,  we  find  that  the  third  assembl}' 
district  convention,  held  at  Stewart's  Corners  in  the  Town  of 
Venice,  sends  William  II.  Bogart  as  a  delegate  to  the  Whig 
convention  at  Syracuse  and  names  Col.  E.  B.  IVforgan  as^ 
substitute. 

The  political  discussion  of  the  year  does  not  lack  in  s])ici- 
ness,  for  the  Xew  Era  and  the  Adverfi'^er  have  a  spat.  Tlie 
Advertiser  says  that  the  Whigs  of  the  Em})ire  State  may  be 
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persuaded,  but  they  cannot  be  driven ;  to  which  the  Era 
retorts,  that  hogs  can  not  be  driven,  but  they  can  be  persuaded. 
"  An  ear  of  corn  will  do  the  business  for  them." 

The  first  assembly  district  convention  sent  William  Wasson 
to  the  state  convention  and  the  second  district  sent  the  Hon. 
John  1.  Brinkerholl 

Politics  in  the  Whig  camp  in  Cayuga  county,  were  lively 
in  this  year  of  1851,  and  the  speech  which  Daniel  Webster 
made  in  front  of  the  Court  House  here,  was  the  occasion  of 
some  comment  on  the  position  which  he  had  taken  on  the 
slavery  question.  Tlie  Whig  county  convention  assembled 
on  the  11th  day  of  October,  1851,  with  Delos  Bradley  of 
Niles,  as  president ;  Joseph  Eldridge  of  Victor}^  and  Stephen 
Lombard  of  Aurelius,  vice-presidents ;  L.  C.  Mann  of 
Auburn  and  Wra.  B.  Woodin  of  Scipio,  secretaries.  It  was 
claimed  that  the  Whig  party  was  united  and  unanimous  and 
that  it  was  not  friendly  to  the  Compromise  measures  of 
1850.  Samuel  Blatchford  was  the  Wbisr  nominee  for  Justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  seventh  district,  and  he  was 
urged  not  only  because  of  his  high  ability  as  a  lav/yer,  but 
because  he  was  a  true  Whig,  while  his  opponent,  Theron  G. 
Strong  of  Wayne  county,  had  voted  for  the  Atherton  Gag 
Law,  when  a  member  of  congress.  He  had  voted  against 
receiving  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slaver}^  This  drove 
the  Eochester  Advertiser  into  vociferous  denunciation  of  the 
Woolly  organ,  of  the  Woolly  candidate,  whose  political 
god-father  and  political  modebarlist,  is  devoting  his  mission- 
ary labors  to  preaching  his  higher  Jaw  doctrine  to  criminals 
and  volunteering  to  become  the  bondsman  of  conspirators 
and  of  fugitive  law  breakers. 

The  state  elections  of  1851,  while  resulting  favorably  for 
the  Whigs  generally,  still  left  the  party  not  altogether  united,' 
for  we  find  the  very  strongest'  denunciations  by  Horace 
Greeley  in  the  Tribune  and  in  local  papers  in  this  vicinity,  of 
the  conduct  of  those  Whigs  whose  refusal  to  vote  for  Mr, 
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Blatchford,  defeated  bis  candidacy  for  judge.  It  was  attrib- 
uted to  his  known  position  on  the  slavery  question  and  his 
law  partnership  with  Senator  Seward.  Greeley  served  notice 
on  that  class  of  Whigs,  that  he  and  they  would  have  to  part 
company. 

Now  came  the  campaign  of  '52.  Gen.  Winiield  Scott  was 
nominated  by  the  Whigs  and  Franklin  Pierce  by  the  Demo- 
crats. In  Caj'Uga  county,  the  Whigs  kept  increasing  in 
numbers  and  influence.  A  very  large  and  enthusiastic  Scott 
and  Graham  Club  w^as  organized  here,  of  which  E.  B.  Cobb 
was  the  president;  Samuel  Blatchford,  William  Beach, 
George  Underwood  and  B.  F.  Hall  were  vice-presidents ; 
Christopher  Morgan,  corresponding  secretary ;  Horace  G-. 
YanAnden,  recording  secretary  ;  James  C.  Derby,  treasurer. 
A  finance  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Adam 
Miller,  Henry  Underwood,  George  W.  Peck,  Sylvester 
Schenck,  Jacob  R  How,  Henry  G.  Ellsworth  and  Daniel 
Hewson.  General  Scott  made  a  visit  to  Auburn  during  that 
campaign,  and  a  reception  was  held  at  the  Western  Exchange, 
and  speeches  were  made  b}^  Mayor  B.  F.  Hall,  by  Governor 
Seward  and  Chi'istopher  Morgan.  But  whatever  might  have 
been  the  zeal  and  vigor  of  Cayuga  county  Whigs,  it  had 
little  influence  on  the  general  result,  for  Scott  was  terribly 
defeated.  The  Whigs  carried  Cayuga  county  by  nearly 
four  hundred  mnjority,  which  was  a  matter  of  great  jubila- 
tion to  the  local  leaders,  for  they  felt  that  now,  Whigism  of 
the  uncompromising,  anti-slavery,  Seward  stripe,  had  a  firm 
hold  in  Cayuga  count}^  The  evidences  of  party  disintegra- 
tion, began  immediately  after  the  election.  Within  a  few 
days  a  long  article  appeared  in  the  Advertiser  with  the  title  of : 
"What  shall  the  future  course  of  the  Whig  party  be?" 
The  future  course  of  the  Whig  party  was  to  be  a  brief  one. 
It  had  fought  its  last  campaign  and  gone  dovv'n.  It  was  get- 
ting im]>ossible  longer  to  keep  out  of  sight,  the  one  great 
and  overshadowing   issue.     Shall   slaveiy   be  extended? 
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Shall  fugitive  slaves  be  returned  ?  Nay,  wshall  slavery  exist 
even,  began  to  be  the  questions  of  sucli  burning  and  vital 
interest  tliat  it  became  impossible  longer  to  interest  people 
with  questions  of  the  tariff,  canals,  internal  improvements  or 
even  of  temperance.  There  was  one  curious  political  episode 
which  made  its  mark  at  the  time,  and  which  to  a  certain 
extent  was  of  permanent  importance,  and  that  was  the  rise  of 
the  "  Know-nothing  order."  This,  as  everybody  knows,  was 
a  secret  political  combination,  whose  object  was  to  prevent 
the  large  and  increasing  foreign  population  from  obtaining  a 
hold  upon  political  power.  Many  good  people  of  that  day 
grew  nervous  as  they  saw  the  constantly  increasing  immigra- 
tion and  feared  that  the  new  comers  would  get  so  firm  a  grip 
upon  the  public  offices  that  they  would  dominate  everything. 
The  result  was  that  American  lodges  sprang  up  everywhere. 
"  Put  none  but  Americans  on  guard,"  was  their  motto.  Both 
Whigs  and  Democrats  joined  and  in  some  places  they  became 
very  numerous.  There  was  said  to  have  been  a  large  lodge 
in  Auburn  of  which  Dr.  Sylvester  Willard  was  the  head. 
This  caused  the  leaders  of  both  parties  no  little  anxiety  and 
some  of  the  now  dominant  Whigs  joined  the  new  order  for 
the  purpose  of  learning  who  were  connected  with  it  and 
what  might  be  the  danger  to  it  of  their  new  found  suprem- 
acy. The  permanent  importance  of  this  evanescent  phenom- 
enon, (for  it  flourished  hardly  more  than  two  years,)  lay  in 
the  fact  that  many  men,  having  broken  with  their  old  party 
affiliations,  formed  new  ones  as  the  result  of  their  member- 
ship. And  thus  it  is  that  we  must  consider  Know-noth- 
ingism"  as  a  factor  in  any  estimate  of  the  political  com- 
plexion of  the  time. 

One  thing  which  should  be  said  of  the  Know-nothing 
excitement  in  passing  is,  that  the  young  men,  both  Democrats 
and  Whigs,  joined  lodges  in  great  numbers  ;  whether  because 
it  was  a  new  idea,  or  because  of  the  fact  that  it  was  a  secret 
organization,  it  is  difiicult  to  say.    It  is  probable  that  very 
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few  of  tliem  joined  because  they  really  feared  foreign  domi- 
nation in  the  United  States. 

In  '53  the  dissensions  in  the  Democratic  party  gave  to  the 
Whigs  a  complete  victory  in  the  state  and  a  large  majority  in 
Cayuga  county.  The  Whigs  who  were  elected  on  the  county 
ticket  were  all  men  of  activity  in  tlie  new  movement,  the  out- 
come of  which  was  destined  to  be  the  formation  of  the  Eepub- 
lican  partj^  They  were  the  sheriff,  Elijah  Miller ;  district 
attorney,  Theodore  M.  Pomeroy  and  the  justice  of  sessions, 
Cyrenus  Wheeler,  Jr. 

Toward  the  close  of  o3,  political  excitement  seemed  to 
have  subsided  for  awhile,  only  waiting  for  the  coming  session 
of  congress  to  break  out  with  renewed  violence.  The  occa- 
sion was  not  long  wanting.  The  Advertiser  of  January  10, 
notes  the  introduction  by  Senator  Stephen  A.  Doaglas  of  the 
Nebraska  Bill.  This  famous  measure  was  in  eii'ect  a  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  Compromise  of  1S20,  by  which  slavery  was 
forever  excluded  from  all  territories  of  the  United  States 
north  of  the  latitude  of  30  degrees  and  30  minutes.  Political 
opinion  in  the  north  rose  rapidl}^  against  it  On  February 
16,  a  meeting  of  citizens,  without  distinction  of  party,  who 
were  opposed  to  the  ^s'ebraska  Bill,  was  held  in  the  Court 
House.  It  was  presided  over  by  the  Hon.  John  1.  Brinker- 
hoff,  and  the  Eev.  J.  M.  Austin  and  Elliot  G.  Storke  were 
appointed  secretaries.  A  committee  on  resolutions  was  named, 
consisting  of  James  E.  Cox,  Christopher  j\[organ,  Stephen 
A.  Goodwin,  Benjamin  F.  Hall  and  Thomas  Y.  How,  Jr. 
Here  is  the  first  instance  of  the  Democrats  and  A\^higs  uniting 
on  a  political  question.  The  former  political  predilections  of 
Messrs.  Storke,  Goodwin  and  How  had  been  Democratic. 
On  the  20th,  the  Adcertiser  begins  tiie  publication  of  Senator 
Seward's  speech  on  the  question,  and  contains  a  call,  signed 
by  hundreds  of  citizens  without  regard  to  party,  for  a  great 
public  meeting  to  hear  the  report  of  the  committee  on  resolu- 
tions.   That  meeting  was  held  on  the  night  of  February  21. 
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The  A  dvertise}'  cliaracterizos  it  as  the  greatest  political  meeting 
ever  held  in  the  city  of  Auburn.  Democrats  and  Whigs 
united  in  its  management  and  in  the  speech  making.  Tlie 
resolutions  were  fierce  and  stronglj'^  denunciatory.  The  reso- 
lutions being : 

"  Resolved^  That  the  measure  latel}''  introduced  in  the  U.  S. 
Senate  by  Mr.  Douglas  of  Illinois,  and  commonly  called  the 
Nebraska  Bill,  awakens  our  profoundest  astonishment  and  we 
regard  it  as  a  breach  of  the  most  solemn  covenants  and  as  a 
reckless  defiance  of  that  conciliatory  spirit  which  has  so  long 
tolerated  the  institution  of  slavery  among  a  free  and  enlight- 
ened people." 

One  of  the  most  significant  of  the  resolutions  was  the  one 
which  began  :  "  Besolved,  That  in  view  of  this  execrable 
measure  we  recognize  no  obligations  of  party  and  no  fealty 
to  any  political  leaders  whatever ;  that  we  stand  as  one  man 
unalienably  abhorring  the  whole  scheme ;  that  it  violates 
every  feeling  of  our  heart,  and  every  conviction  of  oui'  under- 
standing; and  if  by  the  possible  defection,  the  corruption, 
the  weakness,  or  the  apathy  of  any  northern  representative  in 
congress  by  any  kind  of  compromise  it  should  ultimately 
appear  to  prevail,  we  shall  not  only  endeavor  to  fix  the 
brand  of  public  indignation  upon  every  individual  concerned 
in  passing  it,  but  also  resist  and  oppose  its  operation  by 
every  possible  constitutional  means  and  endeavor  to  procure 
its  repeal  as  soon  as  possible,  in  spite  of  au}^  and  all 
compromises." 

The  board  of  supervisors  of  Cayuga  county  passed  a  reso- 
lution denouncing  the  Nebraska  bill  and  calling  upon  con- 
gress to  defeat  it.  The  significant  thing  about  this  was  that 
there  were  twelve  Democrats  in  the  board  and  eleven  of  them 
voted  in  favor  of  the  resolutions.  The  spring  elections 
resulted  in  decided  Whig  victories,  and  the  election  of  Sar- 
dis  Dudley,  an  Abolitionist,  as  supervisor  from  Cato. 

In  the  charter  election,  the  question  of  temperance  played 
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sometliing  of  a  part,  but  not  sufficient  to  make  any  particular 
difference  in  the  result,  which  was  a  Whig  victory.  During 
this  session  of  congress,  Hon.  Edwin  B.  Morgan  of  Aurora, 
representative  from  this  district,  introduced  remonstrances 
against  the  Nebraska  bill  and  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  com- 
promise ;  among  others,  one  from  Slocum  Ilowland  and  one 
hundred  others,  of  Scipio  ;  Abijah  Fitch  of  Auburn  and  a 
hundred  others;  John  P.  Hunter  and  a  hundred  others  of 
Sterling ;  John  R  Hopkins  and  four  hundred  others  of 
Auburn  ;  W.  R.  Hewitt  and  two  hundred  others  of  Moravia  ; 
Cicero  Webster  and  fort3^-five  others  of  Weedsport,  and  about 
twenty  other  remonstrances  from  various  parts  of  Cayuga 
county  with  large  numbers  of  signers.  During  all  this  excite- 
ment on  the  Nebraska  bill,  Know-nothindsm  be2;ins  to  raise 
its  head  to  the  light.  The  first  official  notice  of  it  appears  in 
the  Advertiser  of  April  1,  1S51  The  article  states  that  the 
objects  of  the  Know-nothings  are  two-fold  :  partly  religious 
and  partlv  political. 

First. — The  applicant  for  admission  to  a  wigw\am,  "must 
be  a  native  born  citizen,  of  native  born  parents,  and  not  of 
the  Catholic  religion." 

Second. — To  renounce  all  previously  entertained  political 
leanings,  and  co-operate  exclusively  with  the  new  order. 

Thikd. — To  hold  neither  political,  civil,  nor  religious  inter- 
course with  any  person  who  is  a  Catholic  ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, to  use  all  av^ailable  means  to  abolish  the  political  and 
religious  privileges  he  ma}^  at  present  enjoy. 

Fourth. — That  he  may  not  vote  for  any  man  for  offiice, 
who  is  not  a  native  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  who  may 
be  disposed,  if  elected,  to  place  any  foreigner  or  Catholic  in 
any  offiice  of  emolument  or  trust — the  latter  not  being,  in  the 
opinion  of  Know-nothings,  "  a  credible  witness,''  in  any  case 
save  where  tlie  oath  is  administered  by  his  priest. 

The  "  signs  "  and  pass-V7ords  "  for  admission  into  a  lodge 
are  simple  enough.    We  give  them  for  the  benefit  of  mem- 


16         THfi  BEGINNINGS  OF  THE  REPUBLICAN  PARTY 


bers  having  short  memories.  Eap  at  the  outer  door  several 
times,  in  quick  succession.  As  the  door-keeper  peeps  through 
the  wicket,  ask  him  "  What  meets  here  tonight  ?"  He  will 
ansu^er,  *' I  don't  know."'  i^eply,  "I  am  one,"  and  he  will 
open  the  door.  Rap  four  times,  slowly  and  distinctly,  at  the 
second  door.  On  its  being  opened,  whisper  to  the  conductor, 
"  Thirteen,"  and  pass  in. 

The  return  during  that  summer  of  the  fugitive  slave, 
Burns,  from  Boston,  after  a  long  and  bitter  contest  in  the 
courts,  the  calling  out  of  the  military  and  the  use  of  the 
U.  S.  revenue  cutter,  helped  to  keep  alive  the  intense  excite- 
ment of  the  anti-slavery  agitation.  The  Nebraska  bill,  or 
as  it  now  came  to  be  called,  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill,  was 
passed  by  Democratic  and  southern  Whig  votes,  and  the  agi- 
tation began  to  crystal ize. 

The  "underground  railroad"  always  flourishing,  became 
now  of  great  importance  and  the  business  which  it  did  was 
tremendous.  Beirinnin«;  first  in  assisting;  ne2;roes  from  the 
states  over  to  Canada,  in  order  that  they  might  be  saved 
from  the  effect  of  the  fugitive  slave  law,  it  extended  its 
operations  to  helping  slaves  from  tbe  south  to  escape  to 
freedom. 

In  July,  a  state  convention  of  all  those  opposed  to  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  bill  was  called  to  meet  at  Saratoga  Springs 
on  the  16th  day  of  August.  The  Cayuga  county  opponents 
of  that  measure  were  called  to  meet  in  convention  at  the 
Court  House,  on  August  3,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  dele- 
gates to  Saratoga.  It  was  expreSvsh^  stated  that  all  men  with- 
out regard  to  party  afhliatlons,  who  disapproved  of  that 
measure,  should  meet  for  that  purpose.  The  convention 
assembled  under  the  presidency  of  Christopher  Morgan,  with 
E.  B.  Marvin  as  secretary.  Delegates  were  chosen.  From 
tlie  fii-st  district,  William  Wassoh,  George  R..  Rich,  Sardis 
Dudley,  John  S.  Clark,  John  N.  Sawyer.  From  the  second 
district,  Christopher  Morgan,  David  Wright,  David  Tomp- 
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kins,  William  Clark,  Benjamin  Derby.  From  the  third  dis- 
trict, John  B.  Bowen,  Austin  B.  Hale,  William  L.  Chaplain, 
II.  B.  Hewitt  and  Henry  Morgan.  The  importance  of  this 
movement  was,  that  it  was  one  looking  toward  the  union  of 
all  anti-slavery  men,  whatever  may  have  been  their  former 
party  ties. 

The  convention  assembled  at  Saratoga,  on  the  16th  of 
August,  185i,  and  after  passing  resolutions  against  the 
Nebraska  measures,  adjourned  to  meet  in  September,  when 
the  state  ticket  should  be  nominated.  Mr.  William  1.  Corn- 
well  of  AYeedsport  was  one  of  the  committee  on  resolutions, 
but  no  other  Cayuga  county  man  seems  to  have  taken  a 
prominent  part  in  the  convention. 

The  AVhig  state  convention  that  year  nominated  ]\Iyron 
H.  Clark  for  governor  and  Henry  J.  Raymond  for  lieutenant- 
governor. 

Auburn  was  the  center  of  great  excitement  in  the  fall  of 
185-i,  for  this  Saratoga  anti-Nebraska  convention  adjourned 
to  meet  at  Auburn  and  the  Free-Democratic  convention  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  also  met  at  the  same  time.  John  P.  Hale 
was  present  at  the  Free-Democratic  convention  and  made  a 
strenuous  speech  against  the  Nebraska  bill.  One  of  the  vice- 
presidents  of  the  convention  was  Abijah  Fitch,  and  one  of 
the  secretaries  was  James  R  Cox. 

After  passing  resolutions  against  the  bill,  the  question 
came  up  as  to  whether  or  not  the  convention  should  nomi- 
nate. We  lind  Judge  Snow,  of  Madison,  saying  tliat  he 
thought  tliat  the  convention  should  lay  down  the  ground 
that  they  would  not  affiliate  with  the  old  parties  but  would 
co-operate  with  the  aim  of  acting  with  the  liepublican  party. 
The  next  day  in  the  anti-Nebraska  convention,  we  find  Judge 
Snow  offering  the  following  resolution  : 

'■''Resolved^  That  we  are  in  favor  of  organizing  a  Eepubli- 
can  parly  in  tliis  state  to  co-operate  with  our  Eepublican 
brethren  of  other  states  which  shall  be  independent  of  exist- 
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ing  political  organizations ;  a  party  which  shall  represent  the 
sentiment  of  the  friends  of  freedom  in  opposition  to  slavery 
extension  and  in  favor  of  employing  all  constitutional  means 
of  overthrowing  slavery  where  it  now  exists." 

Judge  Snow's  resolution  seemed  to  be  lost  sight  of  and  he 
finally  called  on  all  Democrats  to  withdraw.  Hon.  Christo- 
pher Morgan  wanted  a  free  discussion.  It  resulted  in  the 
ratification  by  the  convention  of  the  Whig  nominations,  but 
there  were  seceders  from  these  conventions  and  the  irrepressi- 
ble Snow  got  together  a  few  earnest  fighters  at  the  Court 
House,  nominated  Clark  for  governor.  They  left  o&  Henry  J. 
Kaymond's  name  from  the  ticket  however,  and  put  on  two 
Democrats  and  got  up  a  set  of  resolutions,  the  first  one  of 
which  declares  independence  of  the  old  parties  and  extends 
fellowship  to  the  Kepublican  party  of  the  north. 

At  this  time  a  curious  paragraph  occurs  in  the  Advertiser^ 
which  states  that  Senator  Doughis  spoke  at  Springfield,  III,, 
on  the  3rd.  Of  course  a  large  number  of  people  listened  to 
him  and  the  next  day  he  was  replied  to  by  Hon.  "A.  B." 
Lincoln,  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  eloquent  lawyers  of 
Illinois.    This  is  the  first  notice  of  this  new  star. 

The  Know-nothings  this  year  nominated  Daniel  UUman 
for  governor.  The  results  of  the  election  were  very  gratify- 
ing to  the  Whigs.  We  find  that  in  Cayuga  county,  i\[yron 
H.  Clark,  the  Whig  and  Temperance  candidate,  received 
3,815  votes.  Ullman,  the  Know-nothing  candidate,  received 
2,405  and  Horatio  Seymour,  the  Democratic  candidate,  2,851 
votes.  The  AVliig  victory  throughout  the  state  resulted  in 
the  re-election  of  William  II.  Seward  to  the  United  States 
senate. 

The  legislature  of  1855  re-elected  Senator  Seward.  Mr. 
Seward  was  bitterly  opposed  by  the  Know-nothings,  but 
his  attitude  on  the  slavery  question  made  him  the  idol  of  the 
anti-slavery  party  and  his  re-election  was  hailed  with  great 
rejoicings  throughout  the  state  and  even  beyond  its  borders. 
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In  fact,  there  can  be  no  question  that  ^Iv.  Seward  now  occu- 
pied the  position  of  the  foremost  apostle  of  tlie  gospel  of 
freedom.  His  speeches  were  widely  distributed  and  widely 
read.  In  these  days  a  speech  gets  little  currency.  It  may  be 
printed  by  the  thousand,  but  its  readers  are  few.  In  the 
troublous  times  of  which  I  wTite,  men  turned  to  the  speeches 
of  the  leaders  of  thought  in  their  respective  parties,  as  mag- 
azines of  material  from  which  they  might  arm  themselves. 

The  election  of  Myron  H.  Clark  as  governor,  though  by  a 
very  small  majority,  was  to  be  taken  to  a  certain  extent,  as 
an  endorsement  of  the  Whig  position  on  trie  slavery  question. 

The  election  of  a  pro-slavery  delegate  to  congress  from 
Kansas,  aroused  again  the  discussion  of  that  burning  ques- 
tion. It  was  freely  charged  that  the  Missouri  Democrats  had 
gone  across  the  border  in  great  numbers  and  had  changed 
the  result.  The  country  was  on  fire,  and  still  the  timid  and 
conservative  kept  invoking  peace  and  deprecating  agitation. 
If  only  these  reckless  agitators  w^ould  keep  still  ;  if  only  the 
abolitionists  could  be  silenced  ;  if  only  conventions  in  the 
northern  states  w^ould  let  the  slavery  question  alone,  all 
would  go  well.  But  the  agitation  would  not  down,  and  so 
slavery  in  Kansas  became  a  question  which  was  being  dis- 
cussed wdth  an  energy  unequalled  by  anything  since  the 
days  of  the  stamp  act. 

The  early  part  of  the  year  1855  passed  without  incident  of 
particular  note  so  far  as  this  county  w^as  concerned.  The 
citizens  were  alive  to  the  importance  of  the  situation,  however, 
and  controversy,  public  and  private,  on  the  absorbing  topic 
raged  fiercely.  The  charter  and  town  elections,  however, 
resulted  favorably  to  the  Know-nothings.  The  craze  had 
developed  suddenly  and  strongly  here  and  it  was  for  some 
time  the  chief  obstacle  to  the  success  of  the  Republican  party. 

On  September  1st,  of  that  year,  the  folio wdng  notice 
appeared  in  the  Daily  Advertiser: 
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REPUBLICAN  COUNTY  CONVENTION. 

The  undersigned,  the  officers  of  the  "  Anti-Kebraska  Con- 
vention "  held  at  Auburn  on  the  third  day  of  last  August,  in 
pursuance  of  the  call  for  a  Republican  state  convention,  deem 
it  proper,  (in  the  absence  of  any  county  or  district  committees) 
to  recommend  to  the  friends  of  freedom,  regardless  of  previous 
political  associations  who  are  opposed  to  the  extension  of 
slavery  and  the  admission  of  more  slave  states,  to  meet  at 
the  Court  House  in  the  city  of  Auburn,  (by  double  the  usual 
number  of  delegates,)  on  Saturday,  the  15th  day  of  Septem- 
ber next,  at  12  o'clock,  ^L,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  two 
delegates  from  each  assembly  district,  to  represent  this  county 
in  the  Ivepublican  state  convention  to  be  held  at  Syracuse  on 
the  26th  day  of  September,  next. 

Dated  August  9,  1855. 

Christopher  jNIorgan, 

President 

Levi  Colvin, 
John  S.  Clark, 
Abu  AH  Fn  cH, 
Isaac  Sisson, 
William  D.  Wooden, 
A  usTiN  B.  Hale, 

Vice-Presidents. 
E.  B.  Marvin, 

Sccreta/-//. 

In  accordance  with  this  call  the  convention  assembled  on 
the  15th  day  of  September,  at  12  o'clock,  :\L,  at  the  Court 
House.  Samuel  Hetfield  of  Mentz  was  chosen  president,  and 
the  vice-presidents  were,  Walter  Weed,  Wm.  D.  Wooden, 
John  L  Brinkerhof!,  S.  IL  Plumb,  Levi  Cohdn  and  Austin 
B.  Hale  ;  secretaries,  James  C.  Jackson  of  Semproniiis  and 
James  E.  Cox  of  Auburn.  Dek^gates  were  chosen  for  the 
coming  Republican  state  convention  as  follows : 

1st  Assembly  District,-  James  Hickok  and  James  A.  Het- 
field. 

2d  Assembly  District,  Benoni  L  Ives  and  Solomon  Giles. 
3d  Assembly  District,  Austin  B,  Hale  and  James  C. 
Jackson. 
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The  cliairmari  of  the  convention  had  long  been  known  as 
a  prominent  and  influential  Democrat.  A  committee  on 
resolutions,  of  whicli  B.  F.  Hall  was  chairman,  introduced  a 
very  voluminous  platform  which  was  unanimously  adopted. 
Early  in  the  convention  however,  James  K.  Cox,  introduced 
a  general  resolution  which  was  adopted  by  acclamation 
which  was  as  follows  : 

Resolved^  That  the  fii'st  and  greatest  object  of  the  Repub- 
lican organization  is  to  deliver  our  country  from  the  intoler- 
able tyranny  of  the  slave  power,  and  secure  to  ourselves  and 
to  our  posterity,  the  blessings  of  liberty. 

The  platform  as  adopted  took  high  grounds  on  the  slavery 
question  and  denounced  the  Know-nothing  organization.  It 
is  but  proper  to  include  here  a  list  of  the  delegates  attend- 
ing the  convention.    They  are  as  follows  : 

Sterling. — Eobert  Ilume,  James  Swartout,  Orlando  Bar- 
rett, Seth  Turner,  M.  R.  Bowen,  S.  H.  Plumb,  Walter 
Thomas,  John  Cochrane,  AYm.  Kirk,  Eli  Turner,  Dean 
Laka 

Ira. — Luther  Barnes,  Nehemiali  IToyt,  Stephen  C.  Hoyt. 
Victory. — Joseph  Eldridge. 

Cato.— Sardis  Dudley,  J.  J.  Ferris,  R  St.  John,  Wm. 
Edminster,  James  ITickok,  P.  II,  Smith,  Cicero  Webster, 
E.  E.  Dudlc}^,  J.  J.  Joralemon,  M.  Darwin  Drew. 

Conquest.  — Levi  J.  Col v in,  John  Ilamilton. 

Brutus.— Ebon  W.  Turner,  Solomon  Giles,  Wm.  Baird, 
Jr.,  George  Cramer,  11.  A.  Lampherc,  John  Smith,  John  O. 
Bostwick 

AuRELius.  —  Thomas  Bell,  Mosley  Ilutchinson,  Orren 
Foster,  J.  W.  Shank,  Abm.  C.  A.  Staats,  Phineas  Wilson, 
Ilarvey  Huggins,  George  B.  Hal  lock,  C.  K.  Winegar. 

Mentz.— S.  A.  netfield,  John  S.  Clark,  C.  W.  Clapp, 
William  A.  Halsey,  B.  B.  Clapp,  Wm.  0.  Duvall,  Arch'd 
M.  Green,  John  W.  Sawyer,  William  Graham,  M.  B.  Con- 
vei-se,  J.  D.  Button,  Wm.  Ilayden,  Josiah  Armstrong,  John 
L  Wilson,  C.  W.  Ilaynes. 
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Sennett.— Wm.  Webster,  David  Crosman,  M.  C.  Rem- 
ington, orris  M.  Olmsted,  Xorman  Strong,  Ilezekiah 
Bowen,  Jr.,  Xelson  Payne,  Aaron  Ilayden. 

Auburn.— 1st  Ward,  Walter  Weed,  Jesse  Holmes,  D.  R' 
Greeno,  D.  0.  Baker,  James  K  Cox,  Ilarry  CrandalL  2d. 
Nelson  Cbapin,  Jno.  W.  Haight,  L.  W.  Stone,  B.  B.  Snow, 
David  Wright,  J.  F.  Stone.  ^3d.  Elliot  O.  Storke,  Wra.  B. 
King,  Isaac  Lewis,  Jesse  Segoine,  B.  F.  Hall,  Wm.  Wasson, 
4tb.  Bradley  A.  Tuttle,  Matthew  Sittser,  Absolam  Backus, 
John  S.  Lanehart,  Theodore  Atkins,  T.  J.  Kennedy,  Jacob 
R.  Hovr,  Benoni  1.  Ives,  Calvin  jST.  Sittser. 

Fle:\lING— Joseph  ^lartin,  E.  Peck,  John  C.  Clark,  David 
Grover,  Seymour  Thornton,  M.  S.  Griswold. 

SciPio — George  ^Marsh,  Wilson  Wright,  Chas.  Crocker, 
Wm.  B.  Woodin,  Alonzo  Comistock,  Gardiner  C.  GiUord, 
Jesse  Babcock,  John  T.  Rathbun,  R.  K  Hudson,  D.  H.  Man- 
chester, Yalson  Smith,  H.  11.  Parker,  Edwin  P.  Hoskins,  David 
Eddy. 

OwASCO. — Moses  M.  Frye,  John  I.  Brinkcrhoff,  Samuel 
B.  Noyes,  Daniel  Swartout,  Wm.  B.  Balcom,  David  Tomp- 
kins. 

Springport. — Lebbeus  Barton,  Wm.  Clarke,  Edward 
Currv,  Andrew  Laird,  H.  Carr,  Benj.  H.  Brock,  H.  C.  Carr, 
J.  B.^  Clark. 

Ledyard  — W.  D.  Wooden,  S.  GiiTord,  Wm.  Empson, 
James  Beatty,  John  Winters,  Henry  Gillam,  Thomas  Banker, 
E.  W.  Arms,  H.  Morgan,  L.  Carter,  G.  Hinckley,  T.  Gould, 
A.  Howland,  S.  Boyce. 

Venice. — Edson  H.  Marvin. 

MoRAVLL — Austin  B.  Hale,  Loyal  Stoyell,  J.  C.  Gilbert, 
Riley  E.  Wright,  Loren  Pierce,  L.  Townsend,  Jacob  P. 
Harter,  J.  B.  Decker. 

S UM M ERTi T L L. — Gro vcr  Stoy ell. 

Sempronius, — James  C.  Jackson. 

The  Whig  party  continued  on  and  assembled  as  before  in 
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county  conventions  and  chose  delegates  to  the  state  conven- 
tion. The  state  Whig  and  Eepablican  conventions  were 
called  for  the  same  day  in  Syracuse.  On  September  26th 
tliey  assembled.  The  Whig  state  convention  was  presided 
over  by  John  A.  King,  of  Queens  county ;  the  Eepublican 
convention,  by  Eeuben  E.  Fenton,  of  Chautauqua.  B.  ¥. 
Hall  was  one  of  the  committee  on  resolutions  in  the  Whig- 
convention  and  James  C.  Jackson  of  Sempronius  was  one  of 
the  committee  on  nominations  in  the  Eepublican  convention. 
A  committee  of  conference  w^as  appointed  from  the  two  con- 
ventions and  they  agreed  upon  a  platform  and  ticket.  They 
were  ratified  by  both  conventions  and  then  Whigs  and  Eepub- 
licjms  met  in  grand  mass  convention  in  Wieting  Hall  and 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Dayton  of  New  York,  amid  deafening 
cheers,  the  party  thus  organized  was  named  "  The  Eepub- 
lican Party  of  the  State  of  New  York."  Preston  King  of  St. 
Lawrence  county  was  the  candidate  for  secretary  of  state. 

We  now  find  all  mention  of  the  Whig  party  dropped  and 
the  EepubHcan  party  taking  its  place.  When  the  Eepubli- 
can county  convention  met,  it  renominated  the  Whig  incum- 
bents of  the  offices  of  county  judge,  surrogate  and  clerk, 
Geo.  Ilumplu'eys,  Jacob  E.  Bow,  and  E.  B.  Marvin,  respect- 
ively. After  the  convention  had  ratified  the  Eepublican 
state  platform  and  added  Austin  B.  Hale  of  Moravia  and  Sol- 
omon Giles  of  Weedsport,  Theodore  M.  Pomeroy  and  Charles 
C.  Dwight  of  Auburn  to  the  central  county  committee,  it 
adjourned. 

The  Know-nothing  county  convention  nominated  Nelson 
T.  Stevens  of  IMoravia  for  judge,  and  Stephen  V.  E.  Cooper 
of  Auburn  for  surrogate,  and  William  Fosgate  of  Auburn, 
for  county  clerk. 

The  result  of  the  fall  elections  of  '55,  was  the  success  of 
the  Know-notliing  State  ticket,  lieaded  by  J.  T.  Ileadley  the 
historian,  by  a  small  majority.  In  Cayuga  county,  who- 
ever, the  Eepublicaus  elected  two  out  of  three  members  of 
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assembly,  aDcl  tlic  entiro  county  ticket.  David  Wright,  the 
Eepublican  candidate  for  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  in 
the  seventh  district,  was  defeated  by  a  small  majority,  repeat- 
ing the  experience  of  Samuel  Blatchford. 

The  Republican  majority  on  the  head  of  the  state  ticket, 
was  very  nearly  eight  hundred  over  the  Know-nothing  can- 
didate. 

In  Cayuga  county  the  party  was  united,  eager  and  grow- 
ing. 1856  saw  the  political  excitement  still  increasing,  and 
the  events  of  this  year  were  not  calculated  to  allay  it. 

Kansas  was  still  a  seething  caldron  of  the  fiercest  con- 
tentions. January  30th,  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  Court 
House,  to  hear  addresses  from  Messrs.  Coles,  jMcCrea  and 
John  Ilutcliinson.  David  Wright  was  chairman  and  Charles 
C.  Dwight  was  secretary.  At  this  time  in  congress  the  long 
fight  which  resulted  finally  in  the  election  of  N.  P.  Banks, 
as  speaker,  was  at  its  height  Col.  Edwin  B.  Morgan  was 
our  representative  there ;  and  among  the  other  resolutions 
passed  by  this  meeting  was  the  following : 

Resolved^  That  in  this  the  first  public  meeting  held  in  the 
city  of  Auburn,  since  the  convening  of  the  present  congress, 
we  most  cordially  approve  of  the  votes  of  Hon.  E.  B.  Mor- 
gan, our  representative,  in  the  attempt  to  organize  the  house, 
and  we  desire  that  he  shall  continue  in  the  same  line  and  let 
the  consequences  take  care  of  themselves. 

The  Republican  national  committee  called  a  preliminary 
convention  to  meet  at  Pittsburgh  on  Washington's  birthday. 
Before  that  Banks  had  been  elected  speaker.  A  meeting  was 
called  for  the  same  day  for  the  organization  of  a  Republican 
club  in  the  city  of  Auburn,  signed  by  three  or  four  hundred 
men.  The  ckib  was  properly  organized  with  David  Wright 
as  president;  D.  P.  Greeno  vice-president  from  the  1st  ward  ; 
John  S.  Lanehart,  2d  ;  Samuel  Lockwood,  3d ;  William  Shap- 
cott,  4th  ;  Calvin  IST.  Sittser,  corresponding  secretary  ;  E.  B. 
Marvin,  recording  secretary  and  Theodore  M^.  Pomeroy  as 
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treasurer.  Hon.  Cliristopher  Morgnn,  Elliot  G.  Stork c,  Josiali 
Letchwortli,  Abijah  Fitch,  Jesse  Segoine,  Walter  Weed,  Theo- 
dore M.  Poineroy  and  tlie  president  addressed  the  meeting, 
and  Mr.  C.  C.  Dwiglit  being  loudly  called  for  as  the  report 
says,  offered  a  set  of  resolutions  which  were  adopted  amid 
prolonged  and  deafening  cheers. 

Meanwhile  at  Pittsburgh  the  national  conference  had  called 
for  a  Republican  convention  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia  on 
June  7.  The  republicans  were  not  very  successful  in  the 
charter  election,  their  Know-nothing  antngonists  being  still 
too  much  for  them.  Charles  0.  Dwight  was  the  only  super- 
visor elected,  while  Mr.  Sylvanus  IT.  Hemy  defeated  Christo- 
pher jMorgan  for  mayor. 

As  events  in  Kansas  pointed  toward  the  culmination  of  the 
excitement  there,  the  note  of  interest  here  in  Cayuga  county 
grew  stronger,  and  a  mass  convention  was  called  for  Ma}^  31, 
to  consider  what  was  proper  to  be  done  under  such  extraor- 
dinary and  dangerous  circumstances.  Now  came  the  attack 
by  Preston  Brooks  of  South  Carolina  on  Charles  Sumner  in 
the  senate  chamber.  The  consideration  of  that  assault  was 
added  to  the  other  objects  of  the  meeting. 

At  this  time  the  state  convention  met  to  choose  delegates  to 
the  Republican  national  convention  and  Cayuga  county  was 
represented  in  that  list  of  delegates  by  Edwin  B.  T^Iorgan 
and  Wm.  Wasson.  A  mass  meeting  in  Auburn  to  considcp 
the  outrages  in  Kansas  and  the  assault  on  Sumner,  was  held 
on  Saturday,  May  31st,  beginning  at  11  o'clock  A.  M.  and 
extending  through  the  day.  As  report  says,  tlie  farmers  of 
the  country  were  present  in  goodly  numbers.  The  officers 
of  the  meeting  were:  President,  David  Tompkins  of 
Ovvasco;  vice-presidents,  Daniel  Ilewson  of  Auburn,  Dr.  E, 
Leffingwell  of  Aurora  and  Dr.  II.  D.  Eldridge  of  Port- 
Byron.  The  secretaries  were :  Rufus  .Sheldon  and  Calvin 
N.  Sittser.  The  committee  on  resolutions  were  David 
Wright  and  the  Rev.  B.  L  Ives  of  Auburn,  and  the  Rev. 


26         THE  BEGINNINGS  OF  THE  REPUBLICAN  PARTY 

E.  Baker  of  Springport,  Dr.  II.  D.  Eldridge  of  Port  Byron 
and  Miles  Griswold  of  Fleming.  The  meeting  was  addressed 
by  tlie  Kev.  J.  M.  Austin,  the  Eev.  B.  I  Ives,  ]\[r.  Josiah 
Letchworth,  Mason  Antbony  and  Miles  Griswold,  Warren 
T.  AVorden,  David  Tompkins  and  Rev.  Henry  A.  Nelson. 

June  6,  the  nomination  of  James  Buchanan  by  the  democ- 
racy is  announced.  The  Kansas  committee  appointed  at  the 
grand  mass  meeting  assembled  and  issued  an  address  to  the 
people  of  the  county  calling  upon  them  to  furnish  their  quota 
of  men  and  monc}^  to  lielp  establisli  freedom  in  Kansas. 

June  19,  John  C.  Fremont,  and  AYilliam  L.  Dayton  were 
nominated  for  president  and  vice-president  and  on  tlie  even- 
ing of  the  20th,  a  Fremont  Club  was  organized  with  tlie  fol- 
lowing officers : 

President — Doctor  Theodore  Dimon. 

Vice-Presidents — David  P.  Greeno,  Horatio  Robinson,  John 
S.  Clary,  William  Highritter,  Edward  Ratlibun,  Ethan  A. 
Warden,  Harley  Huggins,  Elliot  G,  Storke. 

Secretaries — Edwin  B.  Marvin,  George  Oscar  Ratlibun, 
David  P.  Wallis. 

Treasurer — Daniel  Ilewson. 

Executive  Committee — Ebenezer  B.  Cobb,  William  H.  Car- 
penter, Darius  O.  Baker,  William  Allen,  Samuel  Lockwood, 
James  II.  Bostwick  and  Stephen  S.  Austin. 

At  the  grand  ratification  meeting  Jesse  Segonic  presided 
and  Wm.  Wasson,  the  delegate  to  the  convention,  told  what 
had  been  done  there.  Speeches  were  made  by  the  lion. 
George  Ratlibun,  District  Attorney  T.  Pomeroy,  David 
Wright,  Dr.  Richard  Steel,  and  T.  J.  Kennedy.  A  very  active 
campaign  was  carried  on  for  Fremont  throughout  the  county 
and  among  the  s[)eakers  as  we  learn  from  the  papers  of  the 
day,  were  the  Hon.  George  Rathbun,  Christopher  Morgan, 
David  Wright,  T.       Pomeroy,  James  II.  Cox. 

The  young  men  of  the  city  met  to  form  a  Rocky  ^fountain 
Club.    B.  B.  Snow  was  the  temjiorary  chairman  and  C.  C. 
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Dwight  was  made  president.  Messrs.  Pomeroy,  George  0. 
Ratlibun  and  George  I.  Post  were  among  the  young  men  who 
took  part  and  made  speeches.  Among  the  signers  of  the  call 
we  find  many  familiar  names  in  addition  to  those  already 
mentioned.  We  lind  John  S.  Brown,  Byron  C.  Smith, 
Dennis  E.  Alward,  James  Seymour,  Jr.,  J.  L.  Barker,  Kend- 
rick  Vail,  G.  J.  Lelchworth,  J.  M.  Iliird,  L.  D.  Leach,  James 
Alexander,  Walter  BraA^,  Jr.,  E.  P.  Senter,  W.  Hollisier,  H. 
Brooks,  G.  W.  Elliott.^ 

The  activity  of  the  canvass  is  discoverable  from  the  numer- 
ous meetings  v,diich  were  held  throughout  the  county.  AVe 
find  as  the  campaign  advances,  added  to  the  list  of  speakers 
already  named,  Charles  C.  Dwight,  Wm.  H.  Bogart  of 
Aurora,  and  Geo]-ge  L  Post. 

We  fmd  too,  that  straws  intended  to  show  which  way  the 
wind  blows  were  being  taken  by  vote  on  railroad  trains.  The 
list  of  meetings  for  one  day  of  tliis  campaign  is  interesting. 
On  Saturday,  September  4th,  at  Springport  the  people  were 
addressed  by  Hon.  C.  Morgan  and  G.  I.  Post,  Esq,  At  Scipio 
Center  by  David  Wright  and  C.  C.  Dwight,  Esq.  At  Venice 
by  L.  B.  Hewitt,  Esq.  At  Kelloggsville  by  Hon.  G.  Pvath- 
bun  and  T.  ]\r.  Pomeroy,  Esq.  At  Owasco  in  the  evening 
by  T.  M.  Pomeroy,  Esq. 

The  American  party  had  nominated  Milliard  Filmore,  but 
he  didn't  seem  to  run  very  well  in  Cayuga  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  it  was  his  native  county. 

The  delegates  from  Cayuga  county  to  the  Stale  convention 
that  year  were  Kobcrt  Hume  of  Sterling  and  J.  D.  Button 
of  Mentz,  George  Eathbun  and  Jesse  Sei^oine  of  Auburn  and 
E.  W.  Arms  of  Ledyard  and  C.  II  Abbott  of  Niles.  John 
A.  King  was  nominated  for  governor  and  it  docs  not  appear 
that  any  Cayuga  county  Republican  took  a  very  prominent 
part  in  the  convention. 

H.  V.  Howland  s  name  is  added  now  to  the  list  of  speakers 
,and  he  discusses  the  issues  of  the  campaign  at  Sennctt. 
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Tlie  congressional  convention  met  at  Port  Byron,  October 
10th,  and  it  was  attended  both  by  Col.  i\[organ,  representa- 
tive in  congress,  and  Senator  Seward.  On  October  11th,  the 
county  convention  was  held  in  Auburn  and  Edwin  P.  IJos- 
kins  of  Scipio,  was  nominated  for  sheriff  and  Solomon  Giles 
of  Weedsport  for  district  attorney. 

The  district  convention  nominated  James  J.  Owen,  Theo- 
dore M.  Pomeroy  and  Ilirarn  TifTt  for  members  of  assembly. 

On  October  21st  a  grand  mass  meeting  was  held  in 
Auburn.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Col.  Wm.  11. 
Carpenter  and  Xelson  T.  Stevens  of  Moravia  was  made 
chairman.  Senator  Seward  made  a  speech  and  at  the  con- 
clusion of  Mr.  Seward's  speech,  Charles  C,  Dwight,  Esq.,  pres- 
ident of  the  Young  Men's  Rock}^  Mountain  Club  of  Auburn, 
in  behalf  of  the  Republican  ladies  of  Auburn  presented  in  a 
neat  and  appropriate  speech,  a  beautifully  v/rought  banner, 
to  the  largest  delegation-  present  from  any  town  in  the 
county.  The  delegation  from  Mentz  received  it.  This  dele- 
gation was  headed  by  thirty-three  young  ladies,  all  but  one 
draped  in  white  and  bearing  a  flag  with  the  name  of  each  of 
the  States  ;  the  thirty-third  lady  was  dressed  in  black  and 
bore  a  black  flag  with  the  name  of  Kansas. 

William  C.  Bloss  of  Rochester  spoke  and  it  was  closed 
with  a  speech  by  the  Rev.  B.  I.  Ives  whose  powerful  and 
earnest  style  of  oratory  was  much  commended. 

The  night  before  election  the  Rev.  B.  I.  Ives,  George 
Rathbun  and  Christoj)hcr  i^Iorgan  addressed  the  fhial  rally 
in  Stanford  Hall.  The  challenging  and  vigilance  committees 
were  all  appointed  and  the  last  word  was  spoken  before  the 
first  grand  trial  of  strengdi  of  the  Republican  party  as  a 
national  organization.  The  result  was  a  sweeping  Repub- 
lican victory  in  this  county,  Fremont  having  a  majority  of 
3,800  over  both  his  opponents. 

Cayuga  Republicans  were  highly  jubilant  and  they  claimed 
this  as  the  banner  Republican  county,  inasmuch  as  every 
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town  Lad  given  a  majority  for  Fremont  over  both  his^^ppo- 
nents.  Tn  Auburn,  too,  the  Know-nothings  were  beaten 
emphatically.  Of  course  the  RepubUcan  party  was  defeated 
in  the  national  contest,  but  they  came  out  of  the  fight  like 
the  lusty  young  giant,  strong  and  confident  of  future  victory. 
The  Republican  club  determined  to  keep  up  its  organization, 
however  and  at  a  meeting  held  jSTovember  14th,  Wm.  H. 
Carpenter,  George  W.  Peck  and  Wm.  Allen  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  prepare  a  constitution  and  report  officers  for 
the  club.    Those  officers  were  : 

President.  B.  F.  Hall ;  Vice-presidents,  Wm.  Lamey,  E. 
G.  Storke,  E.  A.  Warden,  Ilarley  Huggins,  Samuel  Lock- 
wood,  Edward  Rathbun,  W.  B.  Lynch,  Stephen  Sumrix, 
Charles  H.  Garlock,  L  C.  Mann,  Rufus  Sargent  and  "Wm. 
Kelsey  ;  Secretary,  C.  S.  L^nderwood ;  Treasurer,  Daniel 
Hewson ;  Executive  Committee,  J.  S.  Lanehart  and  George 
1.  Post. 

And  here  I  will  close  this  brief  sketch  of  the  beginning  of 
the  Republican  party  in  Cayuga  count}'.  It  is  not  and  does 
not  aspire  to  be  more  than  merel}^  introductory  to  a  proper 
consideration  of  a  deeply  interesting  historical  subject. 
There  is,  perhaps,  no  better  opportunity  for  a  study  of  the 
genesis  of  a  political  organization  than  to  follow  its  history 
as  it  struggles  into  existence  in  an  enlightened  and  thought- 
ful community. 

We  have  in  microcosm  the  birth  of  the  whole  Republican 
organization.  Here  the  men  who  founded  it  and  their 
methods  may  be  studied.  The  forces  which  were  at  work  on 
the  broader  fields  of  national  politics  were  actively  at  work 
here,  and  by  our  study  of  local  conditions  we  may  see  how 
there  was  established  one  of  the  most  powerful  political  organi- 
zations which  has  ever  helped  to  form  tlie  destinies  of 
mankind. 
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SECOND  PAPER. 

At  a  former  meeting  of  this  society,  I  sketched  the  early 
beginnings  of  the  Republican  party  in  Caj^uga  county.  That 
sketch  ended  with  the  presidential  election  in  1856  and  the 
formation  of  a  permanent  Republican  club,  following  close 
after  the  election.  Although  Fremont  vras  defeated,  he  had 
carried  the  state  of  New  York,  and  the  result  of  the  election 
showed  that  the  Republican  party  v/as  a  compact  and  vigor- 
ous organization.  It  did  not  believe  that  its  mission  was 
accomplished.  Some  timid  people  saw  in  the  election  of 
Buchanan,  nothing  but  proof  of  the  final  and  complete 
domination  of  the  slave  power ;  but  the  more  able  and 
resolute  of  the  party  leaders  believed  that  the  contest  had 
but  fairly  begun.  Of  course  the  Cayuga  county  Republi- 
cans were,  above  all  others,  bound  to  a  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  contest ;  for  it  already  had  become  generally  accepted 
that  they  were  to  furnish  the  next  presidential  candidate  for 
the  new  party. 

The  Advertiser  of  November  19,  shows  that  the  Con- 
gressional district,  comprising  the  counties  of  Cayuga  and 
AYayne,  was  the  banner  district  of  the  state,  Col.  Edwin  B. 
Morgan  having  been  elected  to  congress  with  a  majority  of 
8,946.  Next  to  him  came  Reuben  E.  Fenton  from  the 
Chautauqua  district  and  F.  E.  Spinner  from  the  Herkimer 
district.  During  the  fall  of  1856,  political  interest  of  coui^se 
was  all  centered  on  the  struggle  in  Kansas,  and  Cayuga 
County's  part  in  it  was  seen  in  the  efforts  made  in  various 
towns  to  provide  suitable?  clothing  for  the  Kansas  pioneers 
who  were  fighting  the  free  state  battle.    Eli  Thayer  of  Wor- 
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ccstcr,  Massachusetts,  had  organized  in  185-1  an  emi:^rant  aid 
society,  with  the  view  of  assisting  emigration  to  Kansas  in 
the  interests  of  the  anti-slavery  party  in  that  state:^  There 
was  great  enthusiasm  in  the  project  throughout  the  North, 
and  the  people  of  this  vicinity  manifested  the  deepest  inter- 
est in  the  scheme. 

The  members  of  assembly  from  Cayuga  Count}^,  at  the 
session  of  the  legislature  opening  January  1,  1S87,  were 
all  Kepublicans,  and  they  were  i\re3srs.  T.  M.  Pomeroy,  Jam.es 
J.  Owen  and  Hiram  Tifft.  Mr.  Pomeroy  was  made  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  insurance,  a  very  important  com- 
mittee. That  legislature  chose  Preston  King  as  United 
States  senator,  and  Mr.  Seward's  colleague.  We  fmd  that 
in  February  of  '57,  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  Central  New 
York  Emigrant  Company,  at  the  Tabernacle  in  Auburn,  at 
which  Gen.  Jesse  Segoine  presided.  A  ievf  days  after  that, 
we  find  details  in  regard  to  the  formation  of  a  Kansas  com- 
pany, and  that  Hon.  John  1.  Brinkerhoff,  George  I.  Post  and 
David  West  were  appointed  a  committee  to  go  there  for  the 
purpose  of  locating  lands.  The  purpose  of  the  company  is 
recommended  as  highly  patriotic  and  their  success  is  prayed 
for.  In  the  Spring  there  was  a  lively  election  in  Auburn, 
and  great  interest  taken  all  through  the  county  in  the  local 
elections.  Eepublicans  were  urged  to  rally  in  Auburn,  and 
overturn  the  extravagant  "  Knownoihing  "  government.  In 
most  enormous  figures,  it  was  stated  that  the  aggregate 
expenses  of  the  city  for  the  previous  j'car,  had  been  nearly 
$10,000. 

The  result  of  the  election  that  Spring  was  a  clean  sweep 
by  the  Republicans.  Dr.  Lansingh  Briggs  was  elected  mayor, 
James  Seymour,  Jr.,  city  clerk,  and  Delos  'SL  Keeler,  Charles 
C.  Dwight,  Charles  G.  Briggs  and  Stephen  A.  Austin,  super- 
visors. The  Advertiser  claimed  a  Republican  gain  of  six 
hundred  in  two  years.  The  towns  outside  h.ad  shown  as 
sweeping  a  Republican   victory ;    the  supervisors  elected 
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showing  twenty-one  Republicans,  four  Loco  P'ocos,  and  no 
Knownothings.  This  seemed  to  indicate  that  Cayuga  was 
an  iron-clad  Republican  county.  In  March  of  this  year,  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  lianded  down  its^^ong 
expected  and  anxiously  awaited  decision  in  the  Dred-Scott 
case. 

The  Kansas  agitation  was  still  kept  up,  a  lecturer  from 
that  territory  speaking  in  the  Tabernacle  on  ]\[arch  10,  and 
urging  the  advantages  of  Kansas  as  a  place  of  residence,  in 
addition  to  the  political  aspects  of  the  situation.  The  Albany 
Argus  attempted  to  draw  some  consolation  from  the  town 
elections  of  Cayuga  County  of  the  spring  of  '57,  and  to  claim 
that  the  County  was  not  so  decidedly  Republican  as  had 
been  at  first  supposed.  The  statistics,  however,  as  compiled, 
showed  that  the  County  was  overwhelmingly  Republican. 

An  incident  of  the  inauguration  of  Buchanan  as  President 
was  a  trip  to  Washington  by  the  Willard  Guard.  At  this 
time  we  find  also  that  the  Rev.  Wm.  Brown,  agent  for  the 
state  society  for  assisting  the  escape  of  fugitive  slaves,  was  at 
Auburn  and  addressed  the  meeting^  there.  At  the  session  of 
the  legislature,  Mr.  Theodore  M.  Pomeroy,  our  member  of 
assembly,  made  a  ver}^  able  and  highly  praised  speech  on  the 
Dred-Scott  decision.  He  was  spoken  of  as  being  a  young 
and  very  promising  statesman. 

In  April,  '56,  we  find  an  appeal  to  the  people  to  raise 
money  to  purchase  from  slaver}^,  Henry  Dixon,  a  free  colored 
citizen  of  Rochester,  w^ho  had  been  kidnap})ed  and  carried 
into  slavery  in  Georgia.  James  S.  Seymour  of  Auburn  was 
a  contributor  and  was  ready  to  take  care  of  and  forward  any 
sums  which  should  be  given  for  that  purpose. 

The  committee  who  had  been  to  Kansas  reported  at  this 
time  that  the  state  was  fertile  and  rich  ;  that  its  climate  was 
salubrious  and  that  it  was  a  very  desirable  place  of  residence. 
The  appointment  of  AVilham  Wasson,  in  April  of  this  year, 
as  one  of  the  canal  appraisers,  was  hailed  as  a  very  proper 


84       THE  BEGINNINGS  OF  THE  REPUBLICAN  PARTY 


tribute  to  an  active  Cajuga  County  Eepublican.  On  the 
national  field,  meanwhile,  events  were  moving  fast  Robert 
J.  Walker  was  appointed  governor  of  Kansas, 

The  Advertiser  of  April  23,  contains  an  account  of  great 
excitement  in  the  city,  due  to  the  presence  of  two  Southern- 
ers who  were  supposed  to  be  slave-catchers.  An  escaped 
negro  in  the  city  was  hidden  away,  and  his  fellow  workmen 
armed  themselves  to  resist  his  arrest.  The  supposed  slave- 
catchers  turned  out  to  be  here  upon  other  business  and  the 
excitement  subsided.  There  was  likewise  published  from 
time  to  time,  interviews  with  escaped  slaves  on  their  way  to 
Canada  by  the  underground  railroad.  Auburn  appeared  to 
be  a  prominent  station. 

The  summer  w^as  signalized  by  the  division  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  on  the  slavery  issue.  At  the  general  assembly 
held  that  year  in  Cleveland,  the  southerners  withdrew 
because  of  the  position  taken  by  their  northern  brethren 
on  this  great  question.  It  was  in  this  year  that  by  the 
reapportionment  of  the  state  into  assembly  districts,  Cayuga 
County  lost  one  member  of  assembly  and  the  division  into 
north  and  south  districts  was  made  practically  as  it  is  today."^ 

On  the  13th  day  of  August,  1857,  appeared  the  first  issue 
of  the  Auburn  Democrat.  It  was  published  by  Messrs,  Stone 
and  Hawes,  and  the  political  editor  was  announced  as  T.  M. 
Caulkins,  M.  D.  They  were  of  the  old  Hunker  variety  of 
Democrats,  and  the  paper  supported  the  Dickinson,  Marcy  and 
Seymour  leadership.  In  September,  local  politics  began  to 
assume  an  air  of  activity.  On  the  19lh,  district  conventions 
were  held.  From  the  north  district,  Cornelius  S.  Underwood 
of  Auburn,  and  Nodiah  Ilart  of  Ira  were  chosen  as  delegates 
*to  the  state  convention.  John  S.  Clark,  then  of  Mentz,  v/as 
chairman  of  the  convention  and  Tlreodore  II.  Schenck  of 
Auburn, was  secretary.    The  second  district  convention  named 


*Since  writing  the  above,  another  apportionment  has  been  made  and 
Cajiiga  county  has  but  a  single  member  of  assembly. 
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as  delegates  to  the  state  convention,  Col.  Wm.  H.  Carpenter 
of  Auburn  and  Wm.  D.  Wooden  of  Scipio.  Dr.  Phincas 
Hurd  was  cliairraan  and  Charles  C.  D wight,  secretary  of  this 
convention,  and  highly  eulogistic  resolutions  were  passed  con- 
cerning the  efiiciency  and  ability  of  Messrs.  TifL't  and  Pome- 
roy,  who  had  represented  the  district  in  the  last  assembly. 

On  the  2ord,  the  Republican  State  Convention  was  held. 
At  this  convention,  Thomas  Kirkpatrick  then  of  Albany,  who 
afterwards  became  and  for  many  years  remained  a  citizen  of 
Auburn,  was  nominated  for  inspector  of  state  prisons.  That 
convention  issued  an  address  to  the  people. 

At  the  judicial  convention  held  in  Canandaigua  on  Octo- 
ber 6th,  Thoma.s  A.  Johnson  was  nominated  for  the  Eepubli- 
can  candidate  for  justice  of  the  supreme  court.  The  lirst 
district  of  Ca3'uga  County  was  represented  by  H.  Y.  Howland, 
Solomon  Giles  and  James  Wallace.  The  second  district  by 
B.  F.  Hall,  Christopher  Morgan  and  T.  M.  Pomeroy.  Both 
George  Rathbun  and  David  Wright  of  Cayuga  County  re- 
ceived votes  on  the  first  ballot,  and  Mr.  Rathbun  was  the 
closest  com.pctitor  on  the  final  vote. 

The  First  Assembly  District  Convention  met  at  Port  Byron 
on  the  10th  of  October,  1857.  Dr.  J.  D.  Button,  presided. 
David  B.  Baldwin  was  nominated  for  member  of  assembly 
and  the  convention  passed  resolutions  friendly  to  the  canals, 
denouncing  free  passes  to  legislators  and  state  officers,  and 
animadverting  upon  the  Dred -Scott  decision,  called  upon  the 
legislature  to  pass,  "  such  a  personal  liberty  bill  as  shall  make 
slave  hunting  in  her  territory  a  most  unprofitable  emplo}^- 
ment"  On  October  llth,  the  New  York  banks  suspended 
specie  payment.  The  terrible  financial  pressure  of  the  fall  of 
1857,  occupied  the  attention  of  the  people  apparently  much 
more  than  the  contests  of  local  politics,  or  even  than  the  tre- 
mendous possibilities  that  lurked  under  the  Dred-Scott  decis- 
ion. The  Republican  County  Convention  met  on  October  17. 
E.  B.  Cobb  was  made  chairman,  and  A.  AV.  Allen,  secretary. 
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Horace  T.  Cook  was  nominated  for  treasurer;  M.  Olmsted 
was  nominated  for  superintendent  of  the  poor.  Dr.  William 
Cooper  of  Kiles  \Yas  the  nominee  for  coroner,  a  man  whose 
striking  personality  has  made  his  name  long  remembered  in 
the  southern  part  of  Cayuga  county.  F.  G.  Day  of  Auburn, 
was  renominated  for  special  county  judge,  and  George  S.  Til- 
ford  of  Sterling,  for  justice  of  sessions.  The  list  of  delegates 
furnished  many  well  known  names, — names  of  men  who  after- 
wards became  prominent  in  the  work  of  theEepubhcan  party 
in  this  county.  From  Auburn  there  were  William  Lamey, 
Charles  Bemis,  William  P.  Eobinson,  E.  B.  Cobb,  T.  J. 
Kennedy,  William  Hart,  William  H.  Carpenter,  Bradle}^  A. 
Tuttle,  John  S.  Lanebart.  From  the  country  towns  came 
John  Underwood,  William  I.  Cornwell,  Levi  T.  Hamilton, 
WiUiam  Watson,  William  A.  Halsey,  John  S.  Clark,  William 
Hayden,  James  Clary,  Thomson  Keeler,  John  L.  Parker,  C. 
M.  Abbott,  Philip  Welty,  Henry  Morgan,  E.  W.  Arms,  B.  C. 
Leonard,  W.  W.  Payne,  Gardiner  C.  Gifford,  Benjamin 
Fordyce,  William  Wasson,  C.  Wheeler,  Jr. 

At  that  time  the  county  committee  was  called  the  central 
committee,  and  instead  of  being  composed  as  now  of  one 
member  from  each  town  and  ward,  it  consisted  of  a  small 
number  appointed  by  the  convention.  The  central  commit- 
tee for  this  year  were  :  E.  B.  Cobb,  Dr.  L.  Briggs,  William 
H.  Carpenter,  E.  G.  Stoike,  T.  J.  Kennedy,  Levi  Colvin, 
William  I  Cornwell,  John  L.  Parker  and  A.  W.  x\llen. 

On  October  24:,  Chauncey  M.  Abbott  of  Xiles  was  nom- 
inated for  member  of  assembly  from  the  second  district, 
Theodore  !M.  Poineroy  declining  a  renomii\ation.  It  is  inter- 
esting to  note  that  }>[essrs,  B.  B.  Snow  and  Williom  P.  Rob- 
inson of  Auburn  acted  as  secretaries  of  the  convention.,  Mr. 
Abbott  was  endorsed  as  an  uncompromising  opponent  of 
slavery  and  a  Pepublican  from  the'organization  of  the  party. 

The  nominations  of  William  Hart  of  Auburn  and  Alan- 
sou  Boughton  of  Sempronius  and  David  Currie,  for  school 
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commissioners,  completed  the  Republican  ticket  in  Cayuga 
County  for  that  fall.  Hart's  competitor  for  the  nomination 
at  that  time,  was  Warren  Higley.  Mr.  Higley  afterwards 
Vv^as  graduated  at  Hamilton ;  became  principal  at  the  acad- 
emy at  Aurora,  and  was  the  first  principal  of  the  Auburn 
High  School  and  the  first  superintendent  of  schools  of  Auburn 
under  the  new  system  of  graded  public  schools. 

The  methods  of  party  organization  at  that  time  are  shown 
in  the  publication  of  the  challenging  and  vigilance  commit- 
tees in  each  ward.  A  vigilance  committee  of  from  thirty  to 
fifty  was  appointed  from  each  ward  and  they  were  notified 
to  appear  for  work  at  the  polls  on  election  morning.  To  see 
the  number  and  character  of  the  men  who  were  expected  to 
turn  out  and  work  on  election  da}^  and  compare  them  with 
what  the  party  organizers  of  the  present  have  to  depend 
upon,  leads  one  to  serious  reflection  as  to  the  result  of  our 
political  progress. 

It  was  always  Governor  Sev/ard's  habit  to  address  his  fel- 
low citizens  of  Auburn  on  the  eve  of  election,  and  his 
speeches  on  those  occasions  have  often  been  referred  to  as 
models  of  political  discussion.  This  year,  on  tlie  night  before 
election,  he  addressed  a  Republican  rally  at  Corning  Hall,  and 
he  was  assisted  by  Christopher  Morgan  and  George  Rathbun. 

Cayuga  County  this  year  gave  a  Republican  majority  of 
about  2,400,  Tiie  city  of  Auburn  gave  a  majority  for  the 
state  ticket  of  4G().  The  result  showed  a  very  marked 
decrease  in  the  Knownothing  vote.  This  placed  Cayuga 
County  near  the  top  of  the  Republican  counties  of  the  stiite, 
St.  Lawrence  being, the  only  one  to  give  a  larger  Republican 
majority. 

Now  came  the  crisis  in  the  affairs  of  Kansas,  which  roused^ 
the  Republicans  of  the  whole  country.    Tlie  Lecompton 
Constitution  had  been  framed.    Tlie  single  question  to  be 
submitted  to  the  people  of  the  state  was  the  constitution  with 
slavery  or  the  constitution  without  slavery.    This  juggling 
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presentment  was  accepted  by  the  Republican  party  every- 
where, as  an  open  declaration  that  slavery  was,  at  any  price, 
to  be  forced  upon  the  people  of  Kansas. 

William  Beach  of  Auburn  was  a  stronc^  candidate  for  the 
position  of  canal  auditor,  and  seemed  to  have  had  the  strong 
support  from  leading  Republicans  throughout  the  state. 
Governor  King  failed  to  appoint  him,  appointing  E.  W. 
Leavenworth  of  Syracuse,  instead.  Practically,  however,  it 
did  not  much  matter,  inasmuch  as  the  Democratic  and  Know- 
nothing  combination  referred  the  nomination  to  a  committee, 
with  orders  that  the  committee  do  not  report  until  July  5, 
thus  virtually  making  the  Democratic  incumbent  hold  over. 

In  the  spring  of  1858,  came  the  municipal  election  in 
Auburn  and  the  election  for  supervisors  throughout  the 
county.  It  resulted  in  a  sweeping  victory  for  the  Republi- 
cans. They  elected  the  whole  cit}^  ticket,  all  the  aldermen 
and  supervisors  in  Auburn,  while  in  the  county  there  were 
only  three  towns  that  elected  Democratic  supervisors.  Dr. 
Lansingh  Briggs  was  re-elected  mayor  of  Auburn. 

'There  was  by  this  time  no  doubt  that  Cayuga  county  was 
solidly  Republican.  One  of  the  campaign  arguments  iu  the 
city  canvass  is  of  interest  now.  Attention  was  called  to  tlie 
fact  that  under  the  Knownothing  rule,  over  $1,500  had  been 
expended  for  police  protection,  while  under  the  Republican 
administration  the  same  public  service  had  cost  only  a  little 
over  $300.  Among  the  Republican  supervisors  elected  this 
year  were  Adam  Miller,  Charles  C.  Dwight,  Charles  Gr.  Briggs, 
John  B.  Shank,  Wm.  M.  Ilayden,  Smith  Anthon}^,  David 
Aiken,  Sanford  Glilord,  Samuel  C.  Lyon,  B.  B.  AVilley. 
About  tliis  time  changes  w^ere  being  made  on  the  prison,  the 
Republican  keepei-s  and  guards  being  suspended  and  Demo- 
crats appointed.  Thus  we  see  Jolin  Yanderhuyden,  Chailes 
Burgdufl  and  Owen  Gavigun  suspended,  while  Charlas  L. 
Wheaton,  Theodore  Thurber,  Henry  R.  Pomroy,  D.  \Y. 
Simpson,  John  Af.  YanAlstine  and  Patrick  Heaney,  are 
appointed  in  their  places. 
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In  the  fall  of  1858,  Cayuga  county  sent  four  delegates  to 
the  state  convention.  From  the  first  district  went  William 
Beach  of  Auburn,  and  William  Wyman  of  Sterling.  From 
the  second  district  went  T.  M.  Pomeroy  of  Auburn,  and  N. 
T.  Stevens  of  Moravia.  The  convention  in  the  first  district 
was  called  to  order  by  W.  W.  Payne  of  Sennett  and  E.  A. 
Warden  of  Auburn  was  made  chairman.  The  delegates 
were : 

Auburn,  1st  Ward. —Byron  C.  Smith,  John  Halladay,  E.  P. 
Senter,  Wm.  King. 

4th  Ward.— Eathan  A.  Warden,  Terance  J.  Kennedy, 
James  Bolan,  David  S.  West,  Theodore  H.  Scheuck. 

Brutus. — E.  W.  Turner,  Samuel  Barney,  Caleb  AVhitiug, 
Joseph  Crain,  Wm.  Watson. 

Cato. — James  J.  Ferris,  Kichard  McNeal,  0.  H.  Palmater, 
N.  P.  Burke,  Theodore  Cogswell. 

Conquest — Levi  Colvin,  H.  Follett,  H.  J.  Wilcox,  Daniel 
Wilson. 

Ira. —Samuel  Phelps,  Geo.  E.  Rich,  Heman  Benton, 
Lucius  Hooker. 

Mentz. — James  J.  Owen,  H.  Thompson,  A,  M.  Green,  G. 
W.  Latliam,  Lewis  ^fcLoud,  Wm.  Thorn,  Wm.  Bell,  Jr., 
John  S.  Clark,  M.  ]\rcCarthy,  Alex.  Knox. 

Sennett. — Asahel  Cooley,  Alexander  Briggs.  Wm.  W. 
Payne,  Morris  ]M.  Olmsted. 

Sterling. — Wm,  Wyman,  Bobert  Hume,  Wm.  Kevill, 
John  Cocliran,  Stephen  Carman,  David  W.  Andrews. 

Victory. — Israel  Jakway,  Wm.  ]\Iead,  George  Bruce,  N. 
J.  Stiles,  Jr. 

The  second  district  convention  was  presided  over  by  John 
Bichardson,  and  the  following  delegates  were  in  attendance: 

Auburn,  2d  Ward.— C.  W.  Boyce,  G.  S.  Westlake. 

3d  Ward.— Wm.  H.  Carpenter,  E.  R.  Abbey,  C.  Y. 
Thompson,  E.  Brown. 

Aurelius.— W.  G.  Wayne,  Samuel  D.  Willard,  Robert 
Westover,  Wm.  A.  Townsend,  Henry  Willard. 
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Fleming. — David  C.  Howell,  Franklin  Sheldon,  A.  M. 
Clark. 

Genoa. — E.  B.  Cobb,  Jr.,  Samuel  Adams,  Ealph  Ilurlburt, 
Locke. — P.  n.  ^lead,  T.  E.  Loomis,  H.  J.  Lockwood,  J. 
H.  Withey. 

Ledyard. — Hicks  Anthonj-,  Sanford  GilTord,  Henry  Mor- 
gan, David  L.  Parmelee. 

Moravia. — G.  Jewett,  IST.  T.  Stevens,  Barney  Goodrich, 
John  P.  Wood,  Orlando  Greenfield. 

Niles.— W.  J.  N.  Shepard,  ^Vm.  F.  Cooper,  C.  M.  Abbott, 
J.  L.  Parker. 

Owasco. — John  I.  Brinkerhoff,  S.  B.  Noyes,  E.  B.  Marvin. 
Scipio. — D.  C.  Gould,  Ery  Clark,  Leonard  Searing,  Wm. 
D.  Wooden. 

Sempronius.' — John  Richardson,  Benj.  M.  Hewett,  Miller 
Perry. 

Springport. — Caleb  AVinegar,  John  D.  Weed,  S.  M.  Smith, 
Wilson  Wright 

Summerhill. — Alonzo  Campbell,  Nathan  Clii})man. 

Venice. — Benj.  A.  Fordyce,  John  B.  Strong,  Jr.,  W.  W. 
Manchester,  P.  B.  Young. 

The  state  convention  which  met  at  Syracuse,  was  con- 
fronted by  a  proposition  for  coalition  with  the  American  or 
Knownothing  party.  Cayuga  County  Republicans  were 
opposed  to  a  coalition  and  in  the  convention,  ivfessrs.  Strong 
and  Pomeroy  made  vigorous  speeches  against  the  project. 
The  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  conference  wiis  carried, 
despite  the  opposition  of  our  Cayuga  representatives  ;  but 
the  Committee  of  conference  were  unable  to  come  to  any 
agreement  with  the  representatives  of  the  American  party, 
and  a  straight  Republican  ticket  was  nominated,  headed  by 
Edwin  D.  ]vl organ  for  Governor,  and  Robert  Campbell  for 
Lieut.  Governor.  Thus  the  position  contended  for  by  the 
Cayuga  County  delegates  w^as  the  one  tinally  adopted  and 
Mr.  Pomero}^  was  credited  with  having  made  the  speech  of 
tlie  occasion. 
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Tbc  Republican  County  Convention  met  in  Auburn  on 
September  18,  1858.    The  following  were  the  delegates: 
Auburn,  First  Ward. — J.  Ilallidaj,  J.Morris,  Wm.  Wasson, 

D.  P.  Grceno. 

Second  Ward.- — James  Seymour,  Jr.,  W.  H.  Foster,  A. 
Shimcr,  Jacob  S.  Gray. 

Third  Ward.— Charles  G.  Briggs,  D.  T.  Fowler,  Wm.  Hart, 
John  Crayton. 

Fourth  AVard. — S.  S.  Austin,  John  S,  Brown,  S.  Schenck, 
L.  1).  Dennison,  B.  F.  Hall: 

Aurelius. — Wm.  Moss,  John  Underwood,  Kobert  Bell,  W. 

G.  W^ayoe,  J.  A.  Hall. 

Brutus.— E.  W,  Turner,  G.  S.  Brisbane,  Wm.  Watson,  E. 
C.  Scaddan,  George  C.  Cady. 

Conquest. — Josepli  Dehart,  A.  P.  Crowell,  Elias  AVhitford, 

H.  Follett 

Cato. — Chester  Moi'ley,  Sardis  Dudley,  Nelson  P.  Burke, 
Asa  Grossman,  J.  J.  Ferris. 

Fleming. — E.  M.  Sperry,  Wm.  Babcock,  Smith  Anthony. 

Genoa. — Charles  Hull,  Orrin  Hughitt,  Daniel  M.  Bacon, 
Solon  Lester,  John  Hull,  George  F.  King. 

Ira.~George  R  Rich,  Heman  Benton,  Walter  Colton,  Jerah 
S.  Phelps. 

Led3'ard.— E.  W.  Arms,  A.  J.  Culver,  Seneca  Boyce,  San- 
ford  Giftord. 

Moravia. — Wm.  Keeler,  Dugit  Leo,  D.  F.  Everson,  J.  M. 
Stoddard. 

Mentz.— James  D.  Button,  John  C.  Foster,  Ira  Peck,  J.  D. 
Schoonmaker,  "Eli  Sherman,  Jjcwis  D.  Fenton,  S.  M.  Stokes, 
Morton  Hosford,  C.  W.  Clapp,  J.  S.  Clark. 

Locke.— J.  H.  Wethey,  J.  W.  Taylor,  B.  A.  Conklin. 

Nik^s. — RoswcU  Johnson,  J.  B.  Westfall,  Wm.  Tanner,  E. 

E.  Brown,  Terry  Everson. 

Owasco. — Daniel  Swartout,  Tunis  VauArsdale,  Daniel 
Cock. 
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Springport. — N.  C.  Simons,  J.  D.  Thompson,  J.  B.  Clarkj 
Thomas  J.  Thompson. 

Sennett. — Norman  Strong,  Wm.  Webster,  Adam  Fries, 
M.  M.  Olmsted. 

Scipio, — James  Aiken,  Selah  Cornell,  Leonard  Searing, 
Edward  Aiken. 

Sinnmerhill.— Lewis  M.  Swift,  H.  S.  Stiles,  Geo.  IL  Allen, 

Sterling. — Wm.  Wjman,  S.  H.  Carman,  John  Cockran, 
Harvey  Douglass,  James  Dounce,  D.  W.  Andrews. 

Sempronius. — Julius  Fitts,  Christopher  Foster,  H.  H. 
Tuthill. 

Venice. — Volney  Tupper,  Nelson  Morgan,  W.  J).  Divine, 
P.  B.  Young. 

Victory. — George  Bruce,  Aaron  Hayden,  Adam  Sejmiour, 
Wm.  F.  Bishop. 

At  that  time  the  rival  candidates  for  county  clerk  were 
B.  B.  Snow  and  John  S.  Lauehart.  The  contest  finally 
resulted  in  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Snow.  Mr.  Snow  had,  at 
that  time,  served  six  years  as  deput}^  clerk,  and  was  regarded 
not  only  as  a  man  in  every  w^ay  competent  for  the  position, 
but  a  political  leader  of  growing  strength. 

The  county  committee  for  that  year  consisted  of  five 
membci-s.  They  w^cre  John  S.  Lan chart  of  Auburn,  Joseph 
Eldridge  of  Victory,  Wm.  D.  Wooden  of  Springport,  Charles 
G.  Briggs  of  Auburn,  and  E.  W.  Arms  of  Aurora. 

On  September  18,  the  Republicans  of  the  second  assembly 
district,  the  south  end  of  the  county,  nominated  Chauncey 
M.  Abbott  of  Nilcs  for  member  of  assembly,  ^fr.  Abbott 
was  for  many  years  prominent  in  our  local  politics.  While 
not  a  man  of  any  especial  forensic  gifts  or  attainments,  he 
was  a  very  astute  politician,  and  for  a  long  time  held  a.  com- 
manding influence  in  Republican  politics  in  the  county.  Oa 
October  9,  the  north  district  convention  nominated  Wm. 
W.  Payne  of  Sennett,  for  member  of  assembly.  Mr.  Payne 
was  a  farmer  of  Sennett,  a  man  who  had  taken  always  an 
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active  interest  in  Eepiiblican  politics,  and  was  a  man  well 
fitted  by  high  intelligence  and  liberal  education,  to  be  a 
leader  and  legislator.  His  early  death  was  a  serious  loss  to 
the  party.  Ilis  oldest  son,  Sereno  E.  Payne,  was  afterwards 
to  become  district  attornej^  of  the  county,  and  for  several 
terms  to  represent  this  district  in  congress. 

Cayuga  and  Wayne  in  1858  comprised  the  twenty-fifth 
Congressional  District,  and  Col.  E.  E.  Morgan  of  Aurora  had 
well  represented  it  in  congress.  This  year  it  was  conceded 
that  the  choice  should  go  to  AYaync,  and  'Mr.  Martin  Butter- 
field  of  Wayne  was  nominated  by  acclamation,  Wm.  H. 
Bogart  of  Aurora  and  George  Kathbun  of  Auburn,  speaking 
for  the  new  nominee.  That  year  an  active  canvass  was 
carried  on  through  the  count}^,  and  speeches  were  made  in 
the  various  towns,  by  George  Eathbun,  Eev.  John  M. 
Austin,  Theodore  M.  Pomeroy,  Benjamin  F.  Hall,  Charles 
C.  D wight,  Jacob  E.  How.  It  was  in  this  campaign  on 
October  25,  that  Senator  Seward  made  his  great  speech  at 
Eochestcr,  a  speech  that  contained  this  famous  passage : 
"Shall  I  tell  you  what  this  collision  means?  They  who 
think  it  is  accidental,  unnecessar}",  the  work  of  interested  or 
fanatical  agitators,  and  therefore  ephemeral,  mistake  the  case 
altogether.  It  is  an  irrepressible  conflict  between  opposing 
and  enduring  forces,  and  it  means  that  the  United  States 
must  and  will,  sooner  or  later,  become  cither  entirely  a  slave- 
holding  nation  or  entirely  a  free-labor  nation.'' 

The  Eepublicans  of  Cayuga  county  seemed  to  be  aroused, 
because  on  the  Thursday  evening  before  election,  Gen.  John 
H.  Martindale  of  Eochestcr,  spoke  at  the  Court  House,  and 
over  3,000  people  gathered  there,  although  the  Court  House 
would  hold  but  a  few  hundred.  Eev.  B.  I.  Ives  finished  up 
the  meeting  with  one  of  his  thrilling  speeches.  Cayuga' 
county  rolled  up  a  Eepublican  majority  -of  over  3,100,  elect- 
ing of  course  the  full  county  and  legislative  ticket  Gov. 
Morgan  Vvas  elected  by  a  large  majority.    It  is  very  notice- 
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able  that  the  Democrats  did  not  have  a  vsingle  member  of 
congress  west  of  Albany.  An  analysis  of  the  vote  of  Cayuga 
county  shows  a  Kepublican  gain  in  every  town.  After 
Auburn,  Victory  led  with  an  increase  of  115  votes.  The 
largest  vote  for  any  candidate  was  that  for  Mr.  Snow  for 
county  clerk,  who  had  almost  twice  as  many  votes  as  his 
Democratic  and  Knownothing  antagonists  combined. 

Of  course,  during  the  remainder  of  this  year,  the  political 
caldron  did  not  bubble  with  any  great  activity.  The  mes^ 
sage  of  President  Buchanan  v/as  assailed  as  a  surrender  to 
the  slave  power  upon  the  Kansas  issue,  but  the  Republicans 
had  already  come  to  the  conclusion  that  Buchanan  was  not 
to  be  trusted  upon  the  great  question,  so  there  was  very 
little  significance  in  this  condition  of  afTairs. 

The  spring  elections  awoke  the  usual  interest.  They  were 
more  than  merely  the  occasions  of  the  choice  of  mayor  and 
aldermen  and  supervisors,  thej^  were  distinctly  recognized  as 
genuine  political  contests,  and  as  opportunities  to  measure 
the  strength  of  the  growing  young  giant  of  Republicanism 
with  its  old  opponents. 

At  the  chiirter  election  in  the  city  of  Auburn,  the  Repub- 
lican ticket  was  completely  successful.  The  cit}^  ticket  was 
carried  by  an  average  majority  of  225  and  the  Republicans 
elected  every  candidate  upon  their  ticket  in  all  the  wards, 
with  the  exception  of  one  constable.  Dr.  Lansingh  Briggs 
was  re-elected  mayor,  Theodore  H.  Schcnck,  city  clerk, 
Horace  T.  Cook,  justice  of  th()  peace. 

In  the  country  towns  they  were  equally  successful,  the 
board  of  supervisors  standing  twenty-three  Republicans  to 
three  Democrats.  This  time  the  Knownothings  failed  in 
securing  any  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors. 

The  summer  of  '59  was  exceptionally  free  from  the  politi- 
cal excitement,  and  it  would  seem  as  if  the  great  political 
parties  had  agreed  to  a  tnace.  But  this  political  fact  began 
to  manifest  itself:    That  the  southern  slaveholders  were 
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drifting  farther  and  farther  away  from  the  northern  Demo- 
crats, and  that  they  were  likely  to  demand  of  any  candidate 
for  the  presidency,  a  submission  on  the  slavery  question,  so 
absolute  that  no  northern  man  could  decently  make  the  con- 
cession. Stephen  A.  Douglass  was  the  idol  of  the  northern 
Democracy,  and  he  had  travelled  as  far  toward  adhesion  to 
the  southern  view  of  the  slave  question  as  it  was  possible  for 
him  to  do  and  retain  even  a  decent  self-respect.  The  tone 
of  the  southern  press  was  growing  more  and  more  belligerent 
and  people  felt  as  if  indeed  an  irrepressible  conflict  was  upon 
them.  Meanwhile  the  name  of  a  Cayuga  county  Republican 
was  growing  more  and  more  prominent  in  connection  with 
the  presidency,  and  the  keen  interest  which  politics  everywhere 
excited  was  keener  still  among  us  by  reason  of  it  Senator 
Seward  sailed  for  Europe  in  the  summer  of  '59,  and  for  the 
rest  of  that  year  disappears  from  any  active  participation  in 
politics. 

The  fall  campaign  opened  briskly.  There  were  the  minor 
state  officers,  the  legislature  and  county  officers  to  elect. 
Cayuga  county  delegates  to  the  state  convention  were  from 
the  north  district,  John  S.  Clark,  then  of  Mentz,  and  B.  B. 
Willey  of  Victory.  From  the  south  district  they  were, 
Edwin  B".  Morgan  of  Aurora,  and  Charles  G.  Briggs  of 
Auburn. 

The  State  Convention  that  year  was  presided  over  by 
William  A.  Wheeler,  then  a  state  senator,  and  afterwards  to 
become  vice  president.  The  state  ticket  was  nominated, 
headed  by  Eiias  \V.  Levenworth  of  Onondaga. 

The  assembly  nominees  that  year  were  Allen  D.  Morgan 
from  the  south  district,  and  W.  W.  Payne  re-nominated 
from  the  north  district  For  state  senator,  Alexander  B. 
Williams  of  Wayne  county  was  nominated,  the  delegates 
from  Cayuga  county  being  John  C.  Foster  of  Mentz,  Harvey 
Follett  of  Conquest,  William  Wasson  of  Auburn,  Henry 
Morgan  of  Ledyard,  Charles  T.  Ferris  and  John  Underwood 
of  Aurelius. 
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On  September  24,  the  county  conyention  assembled  at 
Auburn,  and  was  organized  with  B,  B.  Willey  of  Victory, 
as  president,  Leonard  Searing  and  E.  B.  Cobb  as  vice-presi- 
dents, and  Terry  Everson  of  Niles  and  A.  B.  Hale  of  Moravia 
as  Becretaries,  the  contest  for  county  judge  being  between 
Charles  C.  Dwight  of  Auburn  and  Nelson  T.  Stevens  of 
Moravia.  It  resulted  in  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Dwight  by  a 
vote  of  sixty-five  to  forty-one.  For  sheriff,  Daniel  D.  Buck 
of  Mentz,  James  Mead,  Jr.  of  Genoa,  Charles  T.  Ferris  of 
Aurelius,  Caleb  Whiting  of  Brutus,  William  H.  Carpenter 
of  Auburn,  were  candidates.  Daniel  D.  Buck  received  the 
nomination  on  the  first  formal  ballot  For  district  attorney, 
the  candidates  were  George  I.  Post  of  Auburn,  Solomon 
Giles  of  Brutus  and  W,  E.  LTugliitt  of  Auburn.  George  I. 
Post  was  the  successful  candidate.  For  surrogate,  William 
B.  Woodin  of  Springport  defeated  Jacob  K.  How  of  Auburn, 
by  a  vote  of  sixty-one  to  forty-six.  Grove  Bradley  and 
John  B.  Strong  were  nominated  for  superintendents  of  the 
poor. 

The  minor  ofiices  were  quicklj^  filled  and  the  convention 
adjourned. 

The  Judicial  Convention  of  the  seventh  judicial  district 
met  at  Canandaigua,  on  October  6.  Cayuga's  delegates  were 
James  E.  Cox,  E.  W.  Turner,  T.  M.  Pomeroy,  Christopher 
Morgan,  George  I.  Post,  Dewitt  C.  Gould.  Two  Cayuga 
county  Republicans  were  proposed  as  candidates  to  the  con- 
vention, George  Rathbun  and  David  Wright.  The  nomina- 
tion went  to  Addison  Knox  of  Seneca.  Whether  this  was  a 
case  of  too  many  candidates  from  Cayuga,  or  whether  she 
would  have  had  any  chance  on  the  nomination  if  she  had 
been  there  with  a  united  delegation,  does  not  fully  appear. 

The  political  quiet  of  the  year  was  brought  to  an  abrupt 
close  on  October  17,  when  it  was  telegraphed  from  one  end 
of  the  country  to  the  other,  that  there  was  an  insurrection  at 
Harpers  Ferry  ;  that  the  insurrectionists  were  headed  by  one 
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John  Brown,  a  notorious  abolitionist,  who  in  Kansas  had 
obtained  the  cognomen  of  Ossowatomie  Brown.  The  effect 
of  this  outbreak,  those  who  lived  through  those  troublous 
times  well  know,  and  those  who  learn  from  history  can 
appreciate  from  the  space  which  it  filled  in  the  public  press. 
Yirginia  was  hysterical.  Although  the  insurrection  so  called, 
was  promptly  suppressed,  and  the  stern  old  fanatic  soon  in- 
carcerated in  the  Charleston  jail,  G-oyernor  Wise  felt  obliged 
to  put  Harper's  Ferry  under  what  was  practically  martial 
law,  to  call  out  the  militia  and  to  fire  Yirginia's  heart  by 
frantic  appeals  to  her  patriotism.  Of  course  it  had  the  effect 
of  arousing  to  still  fiercer  intensity  the  agitation  of  the  whole 
slavery  issue,  and  so  what  had  been  the  peaceful  year  of 
1859,  went  out  with  the  discussion  of  the  slavery  question 
growing  more  acrimonious  than  ever. 

The  result  of  the  fall  election  was  encouraging  to  the 
Republicans.  The  Eepublican  majority  in  Cayuga  County 
this  year  was  about  2,700,  an  increase  of  four  hundred  over 
the  year  before.  In  the  state  elections  the  Republicans  were 
also  successful.  Two  of  the  candidates  as^ainst  whom  the 
Knownothing  or  American  party  united  with  the  Democrats, 
were  defeated,  but  a  third  one  against  whom  the  same  com- 
bination united,  was  elected.  This  result  was  of  a  special 
interest  to  Cayuga  County  Republicans.  If  New  York  state 
vrent  Republican  in  this  fall  election,  it  could  go  to  the  con- 
vention in  1860,  and  demand  the  nomination  of  TVilliam  H. 
Seward  for  the  presidency,  and  so  the  result  was  received 
with  high  approval  in  Auburn  and  vicinity. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  year.  Gov.  Seward  returned  to 
Auburn  from  his  European  tour,  and  was  accorded  a  hearty 
welcome,  in  which  all  citizens,  irrespective  of  party  con- 
nections, united.  He  was  now^  fairly  launched  ?3  a  presi- 
dential candidate.  During  his  absence  in  Europe,  the 
Republican  press  throughout  the  country-  had  been  dis- 
cussing the  question  of  the  coming  nomination  and  opinions 
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seemed  to  be  crystali/ying  on  the  New  York  senator.  His 
trip  to  Europe  had  withdrawn  him  from  the  political  activi- 
ties of  the  fall  campaign  and  removed  him  from  any  possible 
imputation  connected  with  the  John  Brown  raid.  He  w^as 
received  on  his  return  from  Europe  with  all  the  honors  of 
the  most  distinguished  citizen  ;  honors  not  extended  to  him 
merely  as  a  man  of  high  position  in  the  legislative  branch  of 
our  government,  but  to  what  we  are  pleased  in  our  later 
nomenclature  to  call  an  "  uncrowned  king."  The  eyes  of  the 
whole  country  v^ere  upon  him,  and  his  journey  from  New 
York  to  his  home  in  Auburn  was  more  like  a  progress  than 
a  home-coming. 

The  year  1860  was  filled  with  excitement  caused  by  the 
threats  of  the  southern  states,  that  they  would  certainly  with- 
draw from  the  Union,  if  a  Eepublican  president  shoald  be 
elected.  The  debates  of  congress  are  filled  w^ith  the  most 
inflammatory  and  revolutionary  speeches  on  the  part  of  the 
fire-eaters.  They  were  met  by  resolute  and  determined 
expressions  of  fidelity  to  the  Union,  on  the  part  of  the  north- 
ern Eepublicans.  Through  it  all,  the  fame  of  Senator 
Seward  was  growing  more  and  more,  and  the  country  looked 
toward  him  as  the  coming  Kepublican  nominee. 

The  spring  elections  in  Cayuga  County  resulted  in  a  still 
more  complete  victory.  The  Republicans  carried  the  city 
and  county.  Auburn  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  400  and 
every  Republican  candidate  was  elected,  with  the  exception 
of  that  for  alderman  in  the  fourth  ward.  Eli  Gallup,  who 
was  afterward  mayor,  succeeded  in  being  elected  alderman 
there.  Christopher  Morgan  was  elected  mayor  :  Amasa  B. 
Ilarablin,  city  clerk:  Jacob  K  How,  police  justice;  Enos  B, 
Ives,  collector  ;  and  George  S.  Westlake,  overseer  of  the  poor. 

The  Eepublicans  elected  every  member  of  the  board  of 
supervisors  in  Cayuga  County.  Such  a  sweeping  victory  was 
without  precedent,  nor  was  anything  seen  like  it,  save  when 
it  was  paralleled  in  St.  Lawrence  County.    The  striking  sue- 
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ces3  of  tlie  Republicans  of  Cayuga  was  heralded  all  over  the 
Union,  as  an  instance  of  the  growth  of  the  new  party. 

Now  came  an  episode  of  peculiar  interest  to  Cayuga 
Republicans,  and  one,  the  recollection  of  which  is  still  strong 
in  the  memory  of  all  who  lived  through  those  stirring 
times.  National  politics  early  claimed  attention  in  1860, 
and  the  first  murmurs  of  the  mighty  movement  were  heard 
in  the  district  conventions,  at  w^hich  delegates  were  to  be 
chosen  to  the  state  convention.  There  was  great  desire  on 
the  part  of  Cayuga  Republicans,  to  represent  their  county  in 
the  5t^ite  convention  at  Syracuse.  On  March  17th  the  dis- 
trict conventions  were  called.  Each  of  them  was  to  choose 
two  delegates.  Locality  was  taken  into  account  in  the  con- 
vention, and  the  delegates  were  chosen  from  the  north  and 
south  ends  of  the  districts,  respectively.  In  the  north 
assembly  district,  James  H.  Fancher  and  William  A.  Halsey 
were  named.  In  the  south  district,  Nelson  T.  Stevens  and 
Christopher  Morgan  were  chosen  delegates,  with  Ashbel 
Avery  of  Grenoa,  and  Iranklin  L.  Slieldon  of  Auburn,  as 
alternates.  They  were  all  unanimously  instructed  to  work 
at  the  state  convention  for  a  delegation  which  should  be  first, 
last,  and  all  the  time,  for  William  H.  Seward  for  president 
of  the  United  States. 

The  state  convention  met  in  Syracuse,  on  April  18th. 
There  was  but  one  sentiment  in  the  convention,  and  its 
unanimity  was  shown  by  the  prominence  that  Cayuga  County 
was  accorded  in  the  organization.  Christopher  Morgan  was 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Organization.  N.  T.  Stevens 
was  one  of  the  secretaries  of  the  convention,  and  by  the 
way,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  Mr.  Thomas  C.  Piatt  was 
another.  Christopher  Morgan  was  one  of  the  committee  to 
report  to  the  convention  the  list  of  delegates  at  large. 
Theodore  M.  Pomeroy  was  called  upon'  to  address  the  con- 
vention. In  fact,  Cayuga  County  as  a  home  of  New  York's 
representative  statesman,  was  accorded  the  most  influential 
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place  in  all  the  deliberations  of  the  convention.  It  was  a 
magnificent  delegation  that  was  chosen.  The  delegates-at- 
large  were  William  M.  Evarts,  Preston  King,  then  Mr. 
Seward's  colleague  in  the  United  States,  John  L.  School- 
craft and  Henry  R.  Selden.  This  congressional  district  was 
represented  by  Alexander  B.  Williams  of  Wayne,  and 
Theodore  M.  Pomeroy  of  Cayuga.  The  alternates  were  W. 
P.  Nottingham  of  Wayne,  and  Archibald  N.  Green  of  Port 
Byron.  The  district  delegations  contained  many  distin- 
guished names.  Among  them  were,  George  William  Curtis, 
J.  S.  T.  Stranahan,  William  Curtis  Noyes,  James  W.  Nye, 
afterwards  the  brilliant  senator  from  Nevada,  Yivus  W. 
Smith,  Charles  J.  Folger,  Noah  Davis,  D.  D.  S.  Brown. 

Senator  Seward's  friends  were  full  of  enthusiasm,  and 
everybody  looked  forward  to  his  certain  nomination  at 
Chicago.  Greeley,  in  the  New  York  Trihune^  was  for  Edward 
Bates  of  Missouri,  but  his  candidacy  could  not  be  galvanized 
into  life.  The  other  candidates  were  a  lot  of  favorite  sons, 
Pennsylvania  had  Simon  Cameron ;  Ohio  had  Salmon  P. 
Chase,  with  a  few  who  looked  favorably  on  Benjamin  F. 
Wade's  candidacy ;  Illinois  had  Abraham  Lincoln,  but 
everywhere  among  the  Republicans  of  every  state,  there  was 
a  strong  and  hearty  feeling  that  the  fittest  presidential 
candidate  was  the  man  who  had  been  for  so  many  years  the 
actual  leader  of  the  Republican  party. 

The  movement  in  favor  of  Mr.  Seward  called  forth  the  efforts 
of  some  local  poet  who  sang  of  the  Chicago  convention.  A 
few  of  the  verses  are  as  follows : 

THE  CHICAGO  CONVENTION. 

They  come,  they  come,  a  g^allant  host, 

The  chosen  guard  of  freedom's  van. 
From  city,  plain  and  sea-girt  coast 

To  choose  and  crown  the  coming^  man. 
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A  nation  beats  her  morning  drum — 

And  bids  her  sons  to  her  behest. 
From  north,  from  south,  from  east  they  come — 

To  clasp  the  hand  of  golden  west. 

The  Empire  state  proud  leads  the  van, 
And  throws  her  Seward's  banner  forth  ; 

The  champion  of  the  rights  of  man, 
The  lion  of  the  awakened  north. 

Who  long  has  fought  in  slavery's  tower, 

The  mental  battles  of  the  foe, 
Whose  eagle  eye  foresees  the  hour, 

And  tells  the  conflict  yet  to  be. 

Then  onward  to  the  golden  west, 

Ye  chosen  guard  of  freedom's  van, 
We'll  'grave  upon  our  banner's  crest 

A  triumph  for  the  coming  man. 

On  May  12th,  Senator  Seward  came  home  to  await  the 
action  of  the  national  convention.  On  the  same  day  Theo- 
dore M.  Pomeroy,  Col.  W.  H.  Carpenter,  B.  B.  Snow  and 
George  W.  Peck,  the  editor  of  the  Advertiser,  left  for  Chi- 
cago. The  editorial  correspondence  of  the  Advertiser  said 
that  the  passengers  on  the  special  train,  were  all  for  Auburn's 
statesman.  A  great  many  othere  followed  on  the  same  day. 
Among  them  John  S.  Clark,  Archibald  M.  Green  and  W.  A. 
Halsey.  On  the  14ih,  0.  C.  Dwight  and  William  P.  Robin- 
son, started  to  add  their  voices  to  the  Seward  chorus  at  Chi- 
cago. On  the  same  day  the  Poughkeepsie  Eagle  suggested 
Abraham  Lincoln  for  vice-president,  and  predicted  that 
Seward  and  Lincoln  would  sweep  the  country.  The  con- 
vention assembled  on  the  16th  day  of  May,  in  the  great  wig- 
wam at  Chicago.  It  was  an  enormous  assembly,  and  the 
local  managers  gave  the  first  example  of  what  we  have  had 
80  frequently  since,  at  nominating  conventions,  and  that  is 
the  local  boom. 

The  convention  hall  was  packed  with  friends  of  the 
Illinois  candidate.    At  every  mention  of  the  name  of  her 
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favorite  son,  the  room  rang  with  thundering  cheers.  Mr. 
Seward's  friends,  while  not  so  noisy  and  from  the  condition 
of  things  less  numerous,  were  not  less  enthusiastic,  but 
depended  of  course  upon  the  votes  of  the  delegates,  rather 
than  the  cheers  of  the  crowd.  Thurlow  Weed,  one  of  the 
most  astute  politicians  that  this  country  ever  produced, 
managed  the  Seward  campaign,  working  with  an  energy  and 
a  zeal  which  knew  no  cessation.  Horace  Greeley  was  there 
substituted  as  a  delegate  from  Oregon,  and  working  with  an 
intensity  bred  of  long  standing  animosity. 

For  the  first  time  it  had  become  apparent  that  Greeley's 
dissolution  of  the  firm  of  Seward,  Weed  &  Greeley,  was  a  fact 
of  considerable  moment  in  the  political  world.  Greeley  was 
a  disappointed  man.  He  had  a  keen  desire  for  office.  That 
desire  had  never  been  gratified.  The  Eepublican  party  had 
achieved  success  and  that  success  Horace  Greeley  believed 
to  be  due  largely  to  Horace  Greeley  and  the  Neio  Yorlc 
Tribune^  and  yet.  with  the  exception  of  a  single  term  in 
congress,  he  had  not  once  been  called  to  high  office  by  the 
party. 

Seward  and  Weed  never  understood  Greeley's  wish  to  hold 
office-  They  had  supposed  him  to  be  satisfied  with  his  posi- 
tion as  a  king  maker,  and  no  one  was  more  surprised  than 
they,  to  find  that  he  had  ascribed  to  them  the  thwarting  of 
his  ambition  and  was  anxious  to  be  revenged.  In  season 
and  out  of  season,  Greeley  worked  to  defeat^^Beward.  "  Any- 
thing to  beat  Seward,"  was  his  motto,  and  when  he  found 
that  Edv/ard  Bates  could  not  do  it,  he  was  perfectly  readj^  to 
take  up  with  anybody  who  could.  George  Ashmun  of 
Massachusetts  presided  over  the  convention.  The  contest 
over  the  platform  finished,  the  convention  reached  on  the 
18th,  the  order  of  nomination  for  presidency. 

William  M.  Evarts  named  William  H.  Seward  of  New 
York;  Judd  of  Illinois  named  Abraham  Lincoln;  Dudley 
of  New  Jersey  presented  the  name  of  William  L.  Dayton  ; 
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Eeeder  of  Pennsylvania  named  Simon  Cameron ;  Carter  of 
Ohio  named  Salmon  P.  Chase ;  Blair  of  Missouri  named 
Edward  Bates;  Thomas  Corvrin  nominated  John  McLean. 
Indiana  seconded  Lincoln's  nomination  ;  Michigan  seconded 
Seward's ;  Carl  Schurz  of  Wisconsin,  on  behalf  of  his  state, 
seconded  Seward's  nomination ;  Minnesota  and  Kansas 
followed ;  Iowa  seconded  Lincoln's  nomination.  Through- 
out the  nominations  there  was  tremendous  excitement,  and 
cheers  from  the  assembled  crowd  at  every  mention  of  Lin- 
coln's nama  Judge  Logan  proclaimed,  in  order  or  out  of 
order,  I  propose  that  this  convention  and  audience  give  three 
cheers  for  the  man  who  is  evidently  their  nominee." 

The  roll  call,  however,  showed  that  the  Judge  was  mis- 
taken, for  Seward  received  ITS-J  votes ;  Lincoln,  102  ;  Bates, 
48 ;  Cameron,  50| ;  McLean,  12 ;  Chase,  49  ;  Wade,  8  ; 
Dayton,  14 ;  Collomore,  10  and  Sumner,  15. 

It  was  a  dramatic  scene  when  on  the  roll  call,  William 
M.Evarts  announced  that  New  York  cast  70  votes  for  William 
H.  Seward.  The  number  of  ballots,  the  unity  of  the  dele- 
gation, their  earnestness  for  their  candidate  and  his  dis- 
tinguished position,  united  to  give  it  picturesqueness  and 
forca 

On  the  second  ballot,  all  interest  was  centered  on  Seward 
and  Lincoln.  The  other  candidates,  even  those  who  retained 
a  few  votes,  were  recognized  as  out  of  the  race.  Seward 
received  184-J  votes ;  Lincoln,  181.  It  looked  ominous. 
Cameron  had  v/ithdrawn  and  Pennsylvania  was  going  to 
Lincoln.  After  the  second  ballot,  some  over-confident 
friend  telegraphed  to  Mr.  Seward  that  he  would  surely  be 
nominated  on  the  next  ballot.  On  the  third  ballot  there  was 
a  stampede  to  Lincoln,  and  he  was  nominated  by  o54,  out  of 
466  votes.  To  the  last,  the  70  votes  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  were  cast  for  William  H.  Seward. 

When  it  was  over,  William  M.  Evarts  in  a  speech  which 
he  was  scarcely  able  to  make  on  account  of  the  strong  emo- 
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tion  which  stirred  him,  moved  that  Lincoln's  nomination  be 
made  unanimous.  That  speech  is  worth  reproducing.  Mr. 
Evarts  said : 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of  the  National  Convention  : 

"  The  state  of  New  York,  by  a  full  delegation,  with  complete 
unanimity  of  purpose  at  home,  came  to  this  convention  and 
presented  its  choice  in  the  person  of  one  of  its  citizens,  who 
had  serv^ed  the  state  from  boyhood  up  and  labored  for  it  and 
loved  it  We  came  here  representing  a  great  state  with,  as 
we  thought,  a  great  statesman,  and  our  love  of  your  republic 
from  which  we  are  all  delegates,  tlie  great  republic  of  the 
American  union,  and  our  love  of  the  great  Republican  party 
of  the  Union,  and  our  love  of  our  statesman  and  candidate, 
made  us  think  we  did  our  duty  to  the  country  and  the  whole 
country  in  expressing  our  preference  and  love  for  him.  But, 
gentlemen,  it  was  from  Governor  Seward  that  most  of  us 
learned  to  love  Eepublican  principles  and  the  Republican 
party.  His  fidelity  to  the  country,  the  constitution  and  the 
laws,  his  fidelity  to  the  party  and  the  principles  that  majori- 
ties should  govern,  his  interest  in  the  advancement  of  our 
party  to  victory,  that  our  country  may  rise  to  its  true  glory, 
induces  me  to  declare  that  I  speak  his  sentiments,  as  I  do  the 
united  opinion  of  our  delegation,  when  I  move  you,  sir,  as  I 
do  now,  that  the  nomination  of  Abraham  Lincoln  of  Illinois, 
as  the  Republican  candidate  for  the  sufcages  of  the  whole 
country,  for  the  office  of  chief  magistrate  of  the  American 
union,  be  made  unanimous." 

Meanwhile  Senator  Seward  in  Auburn,  was  waiting  the 
action  of  the  convention.  Under  the  trees  on  his  lawn  on 
the  east  side  of  his  house,  he  sat  talking  with  a  party  of  old 
friends,  while  the  telegrams  were  being  brought  announcing 
the  course  of  the  ballot.  When  at  the  end  of  the  second 
ballot,  the  news  came  that  he  would  surely  be  nominated  on 
the  third,  his  friends  regarded  his  nomination  as  certain,  and 
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the  receipt  of  the  telegram  anDOuncing  Lincoln's  nomination 
cast  a  gloom  over  the  party,  which  those  who  were  of  it 
always  i-emembered.  The  Advertise?^  of  that  night  expressed 
pretty  clearly  the  feeling  of  the  Cayuga  County  Eepublicans. 
The  editorial  announcement  was  as  follows :  "  By  reference 
to  our  telegraph  dispatch,  it  will  be  seen  that  Abraham  Lin- 
♦  coin  of  Illinois,  was  on  the  third  ballot  nominated  for  presi- 
dent Our  report  closes  amidst  great  excitement  and  pre- 
vious to  the  convention  proceeding  to  ballot  for  vice-presi- 
dent.   We  have  no  time  nor  heart  for  comment." 

The  Advertiser  was  taken  to  task  for  lukewarmness  by 
some  opposition  papers,  and  it  was  stated  editorially,  that  in 
Mr.  Peck's  absence,  when  the  news  came,  Mr.  0.  F.  Knapp 
stepped  into  the  composing  room  and  wrote  what  his  judg- 
ment dictated.  It  added  that  he  had  no  time,  and  significantly, 
no  heart  for  comment  We  cannot  wonder  that  Mr.  Knapp 
did  not  feel  like  any  extended  remark  when  such  a  stunning 
blow  had  fallen. 

Despite  the  intense  disappointment,  the  Cayuga  Eepubli- 
cans ratified  the  nominations  of  Lincoln  and  Hamlin  at  a 
great  mass  meeting  which  was  addressed  by  James  C.  vSmith 
of  Canandaigua,  and  T.  M.  Pomeroy  of  Auburn,  and  pre- 
sided over  by  Gen.  Jesse  Segoine.  Previous  to  that,  how- 
ever, the  Auburn  Republicans  had  met  at  a  meeting  pre- 
sided over  by  T.  J.  Kennedy,  and  addressed  by  C.  C.  Dwight 
and  George  Rathbun,  and  organized  a  Republican  club. 
The  names  of  its  officers  are  worth  recalling :  They  were 
Theodore  Dimon,  President;  "Vice-Presidents,  First  Ward, 
David  P.  Greeno ;  Second  ward,  L.  H.  Baldwin  ;  Third  Ward, 
Wm.  B.  Woodin  :  Fourth  Ward,  John  S.  Brown  ;  Record- 
ing Secretary,  Edward  B.  Lansing ;  Corresponding  Secretary, 
Enos  B.  Ives ;  Treasurer,  William  H.  Meaker.  Executive 
Committee,  First  Ward,  Cornelius  S.  Underwood ;  Second 
Ward,  Dr.  C.  W.  Boyce;  Third  Ward,  Wm.  H.  Carpenter; 
Fourth  Ward,  S.  S.  Austin.    The  campaign  that  year  was 
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carried  on  with  the  utmost  vigor  and  enthusiasm.  The 
Republicans  formed  Wide- Awake  clubs,  regularly  officered 
and  uniformed.  Each  ward  had  its  own  club,  and  they 
turned  out  to  all  the  political  meetings.  Thaddeus  B. 
Barber  was  colonel  and  Theodore  A.  Schenck,  adjutant. 
The  captain  of  the  First  Ward  was  Charles  Burgess ;  Second 
Ward,  E.  C.  Hall ;  Third  Ward,  Philip  R  Freeoff ;  Fourth 
Ward,  C.  Eugene  Barber. 

On  the  5th  day  of  September,  the  congressional  conven- 
tion assembled  at  Port  Byron.  John  S.  Clark  was  chairman. 
On  the  second  ballot,  T.  M.  Pomeroy  received  29  votes ;  T. 
G".  Yeomans,  12  ;  S.  K.  Williams,  1.  Mr.  Pomeroy  was 
accordingly  nominated. 

To  the  state  convention,  Washington  A.  H.  Bogardus 
and  Joseph  Eldridge  were  sent  from  the  north  district,  and 
Franklin  L.  Sheldon  of  Auburn  and  John  B.  Brown  of 
Ledyard,  from  the  south  district.  The  re-nomination  of 
Edwin  D.  Morgan  for  governor,  received  general  approval. 
The  assembly  convention  of  the  south  district  lield  Septem- 
ber 8,  was  presided  over  by  Benjamin  Fordyce  of  Scipio, 
with  William  P.  Robinson  as  secretary.  Smith  Anthony 
received  89  votes  ;  John  E.  Cropsey,  11 ;  John  L.  Parker,  9. 
Smith  Anthony  accordingly  was  nominated.  The  north 
assembly  district  held  its  convention  on  September  12,  at 
Conquest.  T.  J.  Kennedy  presided,  and  E,  B.  Lattimer  of 
Brutus  and  J.  J.  Owen  of  Mentz  were  appointed  secretaries. 
Heman  Benton  received  25  ballots ;  the  next  highest  candi- 
date being  Har^-ey  Follett,  who  received  11. 

The  Republican  County  Convention  met  on  September  15^ 
with  C.  M.  Abbott  in  the  chair ;  William  B.  Woodin  and 
E.  B.  Lansing  as  secretaries.  The  only  office  on  which  a  bal- 
lot was  taken  was  that  of  overseer  of  the  poor,  for  which  M.  M. 
Olmsted  received  71  votes,  and  the  next  highest  candidate  was 
Jesse  Segoine  with  19.  Horace  T.  Cook  was  re-nominated 
for  county  treasurer.    Elijah  E.  Brown  for  justice  of  sessions, 
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John  Olmsted  for  coroner,  and  F.  Gr.  Day  for  special  county 
judga 

The  county  committee  chosen  for  that  year,  consisted  of 
William  H.  Carpenter,  chairman,  Theodore  Dimon,  Joseph 
Eldridge,  James  H.  Fancher,  William  B.  Woodin,  Charles  G. 
Briggs,  E.  W.  Arms,  Henry  G.  Tompkins  and  C.  S. 
Underwood.  *■ 

The  Eepublican  nominations  were  completed  by  naming 
Horace  Thompson,  William  Hart  and  Phineas  B.  Young  for 
school  commissioners. 

The  elections  this  fall  resulted  in  another  Eepublican  vic- 
tory. Again  the  Eepublicans  carried  evevy  ward  and  town 
in  the  county,  Lincoln's  majority  being  3,964.  Cayuga  County 
Eepublicans  united  in  a  grand  jubilation  in  which  the  Wide- 
Awakes  marched  in  procassion  for  the  last  time,  and  which 
Senator  Seward  addressed  in  terms  of  exultation. 

I  have  now  reached  the  limit  which  I  set  myself  when  I 
started  these  papers.  The  history  of  the  beginnings  of  the 
Eepublican  party  is  finished  and  that  part}^  has  achieved  a 
great  national  triumph  and  has  set  out  to  do  the  work  appointed 
for  it.  As  I  review  the  history  of  those  times,  I  cannot  believe 
that  any  other  given  locality  could  show  a  more  interesting 
story  of  the  beginnings  of  the  great  party.  Growing  and 
increasing  it  illustrated  the  development  of  the  political  ideas 
which  led  to  the  sturdy  opposition  to  the  slave  power  and  the 
final  and  complete  triumph  of  the  doctrine  of  equal  human 
rights. 

No  section  of  our  country  contains  a  more  intelligent  and 
independent  population  than  did  Cayuga  County  duringjthese 
stirring  times  and  the  residence  there  of  one  of  the  chief  found- 
ers and  most  trusted  leaders  of  that  organization  has  added 
interest  to  the  study  of  the  great  political  movement 
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